














Nelly Estrada wins first annual Susan Polgar National

Nelly Estrada from the University
of Texas at Brownsville scored 6-0
to win the Open Section of the first
Susan Polgar National Open Chess
Championship for Girls under 21.
Theevent, held Jan. 27-29, drew 210
girls from 14 states to the Bayfront
Plaza Hotel in Corpus Christi.

Estrada also won the Puzzle
Solving Championship, scoring a
perfect 20 puzzles in 5 minutes.

Rheanna English, 14, from San
Antonio, won the Open Blitz
Championship with a perfect score
of 7-0, defeating Nelly Estrada and
Stephanie Ballom among others.

In addition, approximately 50
parents, coaches and siblings took
part in the Texas Chess Shootout
Championship.

Event founder GM Susan Polgar
said the media coverage was excel-
lent. Her Susan Polgar South Texas

Nelly Estrada

Chess Center opened in Corpus
Christi last May, thanks in large
part to a parent who donated the
building!

Originally from El Paso, Nelly
Estrada has lived most of her life
across the border in Juarez, Mexico.
She was studying engineering there
last semester when she was re-
cruited by UTB’s assistant chess
coach Rusty Harwood. She decided
to switch when she learned that
UTB has a strong program in bio-
logy. She now plans to work
toward a medical master’s degree in
biotechnology.

She started playing chess when
she was eight years old. Now 19,
she is a National Master in Mexico,
and currenly holds the title of
Under-20 Female National Cham-
pion of Mexico.

For winning the main event,
Estrada was awarded a Dell laptop
computer and printer, and entry to
the Susan Polgar Invitational Tour-
nament this August in Chicago. For

the problem solving event she won
a Susan Polgar Digital Clock.

Among the nearly 40 sponsors
for this event were Polgar Chess,
Polgar Foundation, USCF Sales,
Texas Tech University, Interna-
tional Chess Marketing, Chess on
DVDs, House of Staunton, Geek
Cruises, Excalibur Electronics,
World Chess Hall of Fame, Chess-
Base, Viva Media, Mon Roi, The
Susser Family, Del Mar College
Cosmetology Dept., Imagine Digi-
tal Document Services, Gonzalez
Distributing, Optimist Coastal
Bend Chess Federation, Cingular of
Corpus Christi, Corpus Christi
Harley Davidson, Coastal Cardiol-
ogy, The Lee Sang Family, Star Or-
thodontist and many more.

Special thanks go to chief or-
ganizer Dan DeLeon, chief TDs Bob
and Lucy James, and assistant TD
Susan Breeding, who volunteered
their time to put together this
magnificent and memorable event.

www.susanpolgar .blogspot.com
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Rheanna English, two games away from the blitz title
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25. Radl Nxel 26. Bxel Rd7 27.
Bh4 +-.
25... Rb8 26. Qxa6 Rxb7 27. b4
Qd7 28. d6 Rc8 29. Rad1 Nxel 30.
Bxel Bf8

30... Rbb8 31. Qd3 Bh6 32. Bd2
Qa4 33.Rel Qb5 34. QxbS Rxb5 35.
Red! +-.

31.e6! fxe6 32.Ne5 Qa4 33.d7!

Messier is 33. Qxb7 Qxdl 34.
Kfl Qcl 35. Qf7+ Kh8 36. d7 Rb8
37. Qf6+ Kg8 38. Qxe6+ Kg7 39.
Qf7+ Kh8 40. f5! Qf4+ 41. Nf3
Bxb4 42. Bg3 Qcl+ 43. Nel +-.
33... Qxd1

33... Rd8 34. Qxe6+ Kg7 (34...
Kh8 35. Nf7+ Kg8 36. Nxd8+ Kh8
37. Bc3+ and mate next) 35. Qf7+
Kh6 36. Ng4+ KhS5 37. Nf6+ Kh6
38. Qxh7 mate.
34. dxc8(Q) Qxel+ 35. Qf1 Qxb4
36. Qxe6+ Kg7 37.15

“The roof is on fire.”
37... gxf5 38. QexfS Bc5+ 39. Khl
Qh4 40. g3

To gain the check at g4. Quickest
is the Fritz line 40. Ng4! with.a
mate in six. Also good is Feld-
stein's suggestion of 40. Nd7, e.g.
40... Qd8 41. Nf7 Qd4 42. Ng5 and
mate in Six.
41. Qg4+ Kh8 42. Qal

42.Nf7+! Qxf7 43. Qal+ and
mate in three (Fritz).
42... Qg7 43. Qxg7+ Rxg7 44. Nf7+
Kg8 45. Nh6+ 1-0

French Defense CO0
Martin Gordon 1953
James Gang Rides Again
Julian Hernandez 1778

Knights of the Square Table

Lexas Team 2006 (4)
1.e4 e6 2. g3 c5 3. Bg2 Ncé6 4. Nf3
g6 5. 0-O Bg7 6. c3 Nge7 7. d4
cxd4 8. cxd4 d5 9. e5 Qb6 10. Nc3
0-0 11. Qd3 Nf5 12. Rd1 Bd7 13.
BgS5 f6 14. exf6 Bxf6 15. Bxf6 Rxf6
16. Nad4 Qc7 17. Nc5 b6

Tempting and bad is 17...Ncxd4?
18. Nxd7 Nxf3+ 19.Qxf3! Qd7
20.g4 +.

18. Nxd7 Qxd7 19. Qb5(?)

Steadieris 19. Racl.
19...Nd6 20. Qe2

20...Raf8 21.
Qb7?

Pawn dividends offset the
usually poor trade of two rooks for
queen: 21... Nxe5S! 22.dxe5 Rxf2
23.Qxf2 Rxf2 24. Kxf2 Nc4 -/+.

22, Ngd! +- Nf5 23. Nxf6+ Rxf6 24.
g4 Nfxd4 25. Qe3 Nc2 26. Qc3
N6d4 27. Rxd4 Nxd4 28. Qxd4
Rf8 29. Rel Qc6 30. Rxe6 Qcl+
31. Bf1 Rf4 32. Re8+ Kf7 33. Rel
Rxgd4+ 34. Qxgd4 Qxel 35. Qd7+
Qe7 36. Qxd5+ Kg7 37. Qd4+ Kf8
38. Qh8+ 1-0

Ne5?! (21.Racl)
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Anjali Datta annotates
(continuted from page 7)

Gives me the open file and an ad-
vantage. Better is 17...f6 consoli-
dating the e-pawn.
18.Rxdl Qxh4 19.Qxe5 Qf2
20.Rd2 Qel+ 21.Bd1 c6?!

Only helps me. 21...f6 22.Qe7
Be8 is better.
22.f4 f6 23.Qe7 Re8

There is no defense against all
of Whites threats, namely Rd7 and
Rd8 followed by f5.

24.Rd8 Rxd8 25.Qxd8+ Kf7 26.f5

Trapping the bishop.
26...Qxe3+ 27.Qd2 Qxd2+ 28.
Kxd2 Bxf5 29.gxf5

White is in a clearly winning
endgame, and though the game con-
tinued for some moves, it is not of
importance.
29...Ke7 30.c5 g6 31.Ke3 gxfS 32.
Kf4 Ke6 33.Bb3+ Ke7 34.Kxf5 hS
35.Bd1 h4 36.Bg4 a6 37.Kg6 a5
38.Kh5 Kf7 39.Bf5 Kg7 40.Kxh4
Khé 41.Bc8 Kg6 42.Bxb7 Kf5 43.
Bxc6 Ke6 44.Bf3 Kd7 45.b4 axb4
46.axb4 Kc7 47.b5 Kc8 48.b6 Kb8
49.c6 Kc8 50.c7 5 51.Be2 Kb7 52.
Ba6+ Kxa6 53.c8Q+ Kxb6 54.QxfS
Kc6 55.QeS Kb6 56.QdS Kc7 £7.
Qe6 Kb7 58.Qd6 Ka7 59.Qb4 Kaé
60.Kg4 Ka7 61.Kf5 Ka6 §2.Ke6
Ka7 63.Kd7 Kaé 64.Kc6 Ka7 65.
Qb7 mate 1-0
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