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From the Desk of The Editor 

Hello Texas,  
 
It’s been pretty amazing lately for Texas Chess.   Texas players are showing the country that 
they can’t mess with Texas during Chess competitions.  IM Ruifeng Li won the National Open in 
Las Vegas, NV, GM Jeffery Xiong won the US Junior Championships in St. Louis, MO, and WFM 
Emily Nguyen won the US Junior Girls Championship in Manchester, NH.   In this issue, I have 
provided results for each of these tournaments and games from each of the winners.  Congrat-
ulations go out for each of their successes.  It shouldn’t be too surprising to anyone that Texas 
players are doing so well nationally, Ruifeng Li is the #1 14-year-old in the country (and #4 in 
World under 16), Jeffery Xiong is the #1 15-year-old in the country (and #1 in the World under 
16) and Emily Nguyen is the #1 13-year-old player in the state of Texas (girl or boy), she’s also 
the #2 13-year-old girl in the country.   We also have the #1 11-year-old in the country with 
Justin Wang and the up-and-coming #1, Under Age 7, Girl in the country with Tianwen Gao.    
 
TCA Elections are upon us.  If you haven’t received your ballot for this year’s election, it should 
be coming very soon.  In fact, if you haven’t received a ballot by August 5th and you want to 
vote, please contact us and we’ll send you another ballot.   Please remember, this year we are 
doing both electronic and paper ballots.  If we have a valid email address, you will receive an 
electronic ballot, if not, you will receive a paper ballot.  You will not receive both. 
 
I want to thank “Vish” for his service and dedication to the Texas Chess Association.   It has 
been a pleasure working with him throughout my tenure as Texas Knights Editor.   I wish him 
the best in his endeavors.  
 
This issue wraps up Volume 57 of Texas Knights.   I’ll have results of the Election in the first is-
sue of Volume 58, which you will hopefully be receiving sometime around the first week of Oc-
tober.    
 
Until next time, take care and be safe. 

— Jeff French 
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From the Desk of the TCA President 
 

Dear chess friends, 
 
During the past 8 years I had served as VP (from Fall of 2008) for four years 
and as President for another four years. During this time, I can proudly say, 
there is relative peace in the family. I had worked very hard to be inclusive, 
open minded, and listen to the various ideas, reach consensus, and take 
appropriate action. I never had a personal agenda, financially or otherwise. 
I want to thank you all for giving me an opportunity. 
 

Today we are financially sound, with around $25,000 in the bank. Our Treasurer, Barbara deserves special 
kudos. She had contributed immensely. Almost every region now has a Director, and most of our committees 
are well represented. The Scholastics has grown significantly, to the point that we have to split the major tour-
naments into North and South. Texas Knights have been promptly published, and thank you Jeff for being a 
wonderful editor. We also have a great presence in social media. Our Facebook boasts over 2100 likes, thanks 
to the great work of Abed Munoz. Lori Balkum, Our Secretary was always prompt, and quick to take action. 
Forrest, I thank you for being the VP and helping me out on several occasions. 
 
When the music is good, it is time to stop. I have decided to go with a bang. I am not going to run this election 
cycle this fall. Mr. Eddie Rios has decided to throw his hat in and I believe he will be a wonderful president. 
Please support him.  
 
No I am not going to fall off the cliff and disappear. As you may recall, I am a National Tournament Director. 
Recently I also passed the Fide Arbiter exam. I will be more than happy to run any tournament as I have done 
in the past. Contact me and I will be there. This will also give me a chance to play in some tournaments also.  
 
I wish the TCA, the new president, and all the players, coaches and parents continued success. So with a sense 
of accomplishment, Adios Amigos. 
 
-- Vish 

Thanks to everyone who has contributed to TCA by using Amazon Smile.  Amazon do-
nates 0.5% of all eligible purchases.  So far this year we’ve received $26.26.  Not a huge 
amount but every contribution helps us promote chess in Texas.  It works when you buy 
using Amazon Smile instead of Amazon. Go to smile.amazon.com and choose Texas 
Chess Association.  
 

 

 
 

 
Support the Texas Chess Association by starting your shopping at  

http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2673185 

http://smile.amazon.com/
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/74-2673185
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TCA Treasurer’s Report - July 10th, 2016 

 Income    Expenses  

September memberships  $70.00  Region 7 – Palacios ISD Chess Sets  $116.66 

October memberships  $55.00  Texas Knights Sept-Oct 2015  $899.64 

November memberships   $0.00  Texas Knights Nov-Dec 2015 (includes ad income) $762.19 

December memberships $0.00  Texas Knights Jan-Feb 2016 $941.49 

January memberships $35.00  Texas Knights March-Apr 2016 $966.22 

February memberships $48.50  Texas Knights May-June 2016 $890.95 

March memberships  $72.50  2015 Denker Representative - Akshay Malhotra  $300.00 

April memberships $72.50  Jeffery Xiong Stipend $500.00 

May memberships  $122.50  Barber Qualifier tournament expenses $200.00 

June memberships $35.00  Total $5,577.15 

July memberships (so far) $0.00    

2015 SW Open memberships  $469.00    

2015 Texas Girls State Championship   $65.00    

2015 Texas Grade & Collegiate and memberships  $369.00    

2016 Texas Masters memberships $69.00    

2016 Texas Scholastic Championships $3,000.00    

2016 Texas Open memberships $90.00    

2016 Texas Team memberships $150.00    

2016 Texas State and Amateur memberships $519.50    

Region 2 & 3 Scholastic Championships $100.00    

Region 5 Scholastic Championships $269.00    

Region 6 Scholastic Championships $331.00    

Region 7 Scholastic Championships $80.00    

Region 8 Scholastic Championships $1,000.00    

Region 10 Scholastic Championships $832.00  July 10th, 2016  

Smile Amazon Donation $26.26  WF checking account balance  $17,183.13 

Total          $7,880.76  BOA checking account balance  $8,869.11 



 

6 
 

2016 National Open 
For additional Info: http://www.vegaschessfestival.com/national-open/ 

 
The 2016 National Open was held in Las Vegas, NV from June 22nd to June 27th.   There were 54 partici-
pants and 5 of those participants were from Texas.   Fourteen year old IM Ruifeng Li won the tourna-
ment through tiebreaks with a score of 5/6.   Other players from Texas were GM Yaroslav Zherebukh, 
GM Elshan Moradiabadi,  WGM Sabina-Francesca Foisor and NM Justin Wang.  Below are results from 
the tournament. 

No. Ttl Name Pts Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Rnd6 

1 IM Li,Ruifeng 5 W 43 W 27 W 9 W 16 D 4 D 6 

2 GM Fridman,Daniel 5 W 31 W 26 D 10 D 7 W 20 W 8 

3 GM Dreev,Alexey 4.5 W 18 D 22 W 12 D 10 D 11 W 15 

4 GM Kamsky,Gata 4.5 W 40 D 21 D 17 W 24 D 2 W 10 

5 GM Petrosian,Tigran L 4.5 W 11 L 16 W 25 D 34 W 17 W 18 

6 GM Bachmann,Axel 4.5 D 13 W 50 W 21 D 8 W 12 D 2 

7 GM Nyzhnyk,Illia 4 D 41 W 29 W 15 D 1 L 10 W 23 

8 GM Durarbayli,Vasif 4 D 35 W 41 W 13 D 6 W 16 L 1 

9 GM Ghaemmaghami,Ehsan 4 W 19 W 39 L 2 D 17 D 18 W 24 

10 GM Zherebukh,Yaroslav 4 -X- W 24 D 1 D 3 W 7 L 4 

11 GM Moradiabadi,Elshan 4 L 5 W 23 W 46 W 28 D 3 D 13 

12 GM Friedel,Joshua 4 W 32 W 28 L 3 W 29 L 6 W 27 

13 IM Kaufman,Raymond 4 D 6 W 36 L 8 W 42 W 21 D 11 

14 GM Christiansen,Larry 3.5 W 30 --- D 37 -H- W 28 D 16 

15 GM Troff,Kayden 3.5 W 42 D 17 L 7 W 39 W 34 L 3 

16 IM Kiewra,Keaton 3.5 -B- W 5 W 20 L 2 L 8 D 14 

17 FM Brown,Michael 3.5 W 44 D 15 D 4 D 9 L 5 W 36 

18 FM Atoufi,Pedram 3.5 L 3 W 38 W 33 W 22 D 9 L 5 

19 WGM Foisor,Sabina-Francesca 3.5 L 9 W 47 L 27 W 48 D 25 W 37 

20 GM Shimanov,Alex 3 W 23 W 46 L 16 W 27 L 1 --- 

21 GM Mikhalevski,Victor 3 W 53 D 4 L 6 W 37 L 13 D 30 

22 GM de Firmian,Nick 3 W 52 D 3 -H- L 18 -H- D 26 

23 IM Bryant,John Daniel-RE 3 L 20 L 11 -B- W 33 W 29 L 7 

24 GM Sevillano,Enrico 3 W 33 L 10 W 40 L 4 W 30 L 9 

25 IM Aldama,Dionisio 3 L 46 -B- L 5 W 43 D 19 D 32 

26 GM Tarjan,James Edward 3 W 54 L 1 D 42 D 36 D 37 D 22 

27 IM Wang,Philip 3 W 45 L 2 W 19 L 20 W 40 L 12 

http://www.vegaschessfestival.com/national-open/
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No. Ttl Name Pts Rnd1 Rnd2 Rnd3 Rnd4 Rnd5 Rnd6 

28 FM Kavutskiy,Konstantin 3 W 48 L 12 W 49 L 11 L 14 W 43 

29 FM Chase,Christopher 3 W 49 L 7 W 32 L 12 L 23 W 42 

30  Yim,Sung Ho 3 L 14 W 54 D 39 W 38 L 24 D 21 

31 FM Salakhutdinov,Ildar 3 L 1 L 33 -H- W 45 -H- W 44 

32  Wang,Justin 3 L 12 W 48 L 29 D 44 W 38 D 25 

33 FM Vainzoff Sztokbant,B 3 L 24 W 31 L 18 L 23 W 48 W 40 

34 IM Harmon-Vellotti,Luke 2.5 -H- -H- W 43 D 5 L 15 --- 

35 WGM Nebolsina,Vera 2.5 D 8 L 37 L 38 -H- D 44 W 49 

36 CM Guo,Arthur 2.5 D 50 L 13 W 41 D 26 D 42 L 17 

37  Ke,Ivan 2.5 -H- W 35 D 14 L 21 D 26 L 19 

38 CM Bayaraa,Chinguun 2.5 -H- L 18 W 35 L 30 L 32 W 48 

39 IM McCambridge,Vincent 2 W 47 L 9 D 30 L 15 --- -H- 

40  Grabinsky,Aaron 2 L 4 W 53 L 24 W 47 L 27 L 33 

41 FM Beelby,Matthew 2 D 7 L 8 L 36 W 49 -H- --- 

42  Mousseri,Daniel 2 L 15 W 44 D 26 L 13 D 36 L 29 

43  Mattson,Dane 2 L 2 W 45 L 34 L 25 W 47 L 28 

44  Thomas,Kenneth 2 L 17 L 42 -X- D 32 D 35 L 31 

45  Knight,Mark 2 L 27 L 43 L 47 L 31 W 49 -B- 

46 GM Gareyev,Timur 1 W 25 L 20 L 11 --- --- --- 

47  Modlin,Trey 1 L 39 L 19 W 45 L 40 L 43 --- 

48  Yee,Young 1 L 28 L 32 -B- L 19 L 33 L 38 

49  Little,James C 1 L 29 -B- L 28 L 41 L 45 L 35 

50 IM Bryant,John Daniel 0.5 D 36 L 6 --- --- --- --- 

51  Banik,Siddharth 0 -F- --- --- --- --- --- 

52 FM Weeramantry,Sunil 0 L 22 --- --- --- --- --- 

53 IM Saidy,Anthony 0 L 21 L 40 --- --- --- --- 

54 FM Pinto,Mark 0 L 26 L 30 -F- --- --- --- 

Results (continued) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KQRNLP 
 

Following are the 6 games played by NM Ruifeng Li.  Each games has been analyzed and annotated by 
Fritz 15. 
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Mattson,Dane (2259) - 

Li,Ruifeng (2629) 
2016 NATIONAL OPEN  
Las Vegas, Nevada (1), 

24.06.2016 

 
[A26: English Opening vs 

King's Indian with ...Nc6 

and d3] 

 

1.c4 e5 2.g3 Nc6 3.Nc3 g6 

4.Bg2 Bg7 5.e4 d6 6.Nge2 

f5 7.d3 Nh6 8.h4 Nf7 9.h5 

g5 10.exf5 Bxf5 [last book 

move] 

 

11.Nd5 h6 12.Ne3 [White 

threatens to win material: 

Ne3xf5] 

 

12...Be6 13.Rb1 0–0 14.b4 

Rb8 15.g4 [White has a 

new backward pawn: f2] 

 

15...Nd4 [A sound move] 

 

16.Ng3 c6 [Controls d5] 

 

17.Ne4 b6 [Covers c5] 

 

18.0–0 [That doesn't look 

like a safe castle] 

 

18...Qd7 [18...d5 19.cxd5 

cxd5 20.Nc3³] 

 

19.Ng3 d5 20.b5 [White 

gets more space] 

 

20...dxc4 21.bxc6 Nxc6 

22.dxc4 Nd4 [Black can be 

proud of that piece] 

23.Ba3 Nd6 [Exerts pres-

sure on the isolated pawn] 

 

24.Bxd6 [White forks: 

f8+b8] 

 

24...Qxd6 [Black has the 

pair of bishops] 

 

25.Be4 [The bishop is not 

easily driven from e4] 

 

25...Rf4 [A classical out-

post] 

 

26.f3 Qa3 27.Ngf5 Rd8 

28.Kg2 Rd7 29.Nd5 Nxf5 

[29...Bxf5 30.Bxf5 Rxf5 

31.gxf5 Qxa2+ 32.Rf2 Qxc4 

33.Ne3³] 

 

30.gxf5³ Rxf5 [30...Bxf5 

31.Bxf5 Rxf5 32.Nf6+ Rxf6 

33.Qxd7 Qxa2+ 34.Kg1 

Qxc4 35.Qxa7=] 

 

31.Rb3 [31.Bxf5 Bxf5 

32.Qb3 Qf8=] 

 

31...Qf8 [31...Qxa2+ 32.Rf2 

Qa4 33.Bxf5 Bxf5³] 

 

32.Bxf5 Qxf5 [White wins 

the exchange] 

 

33.Rh1 e4 [¹33...Bf8³] 

 

34.fxe4?? [¹34.Re3= 

would be a reprieve] 

 

34...Qxe4+–+ 35.Qf3 Qxc4 

36.Ne3 [36.Ne7+ is still a 

small chance 36...Rxe7 

37.Rd1–+] 

 

36...Rd2+ [36...Rd2+ 

37.Qf2 Qc6+ 38.Kg1 Rxf2 

39.Kxf2 Qxh1–+] 0–1 

Li,Ruifeng (2629) - 

Wang,Philip (2474) 
2016 NATIONAL OPEN  
Las Vegas, Nevada (2), 

24.06.2016 

 
[B49: Sicilian: Taimanov: 5 

Nc3 Qc 6 Be3 a6 7 Be2] 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 

cxd4 4.Nxd4 e6 5.Nc3 Qc7 

6.Be3 a6 7.Be2 b5 8.Nxc6 

Qxc6 9.Bf3 Bb7 10.e5 Qc7 

11.0–0 [last book move] 

 

11...f5 12.exf6 [12.Bxb7 

Qxb7 13.Qd3 Ne7=] 

 

12...Nxf6= [Black should 

quickly conclude develop-

ment.] 

 

13.Bxb7 Qxb7 14.Qd3 Be7 

15.Rad1 0–0 16.Bd4 Rad8  
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17.a3 [Prevents intrusion on 

b4] 

 

17...d6 [Covers c5+e5] 

 

18.Qh3 e5 19.Qe6+ Kh8 

20.Be3 Rfe8 21.Bg5 d5 

22.Qxe5 Bxa3 23.Qf5 Be7 

24.Rd3 [24.Rfe1 Rf8 

25.Qd3 Qc7²] 

 

24...d4 [Black threatens to 

win material: d4xc3] 

 

25.Ne2 [White threatens to 

win material: Ne2xd4] 

 

25...Rd5 26.Qf3 Qd7 27.h4 

h6 [Black threatens to win 

material: h6xg5] 

 

28.Bc1 Bc5 [White has a 

cramped position] 

 

29.Nf4 [White threatens to 

win material: Nf4xd5] 

 

29...Rf5 30.Qd1 [White has 

a cramped position] 

 

30...Re4 [Black threatens to 

win material: Re4xf4] 

 

31.g3 [White has a cramped 

position] 

 

31...Qf7 32.Re1 g5 33.hxg5 

hxg5 34.Nh3 Rxe1+ 

[34...Qe6! 35.Rxe4 Nxe4²] 

 

35.Qxe1± Ng4 36.Qe2 Ne5 

37.Nxg5 [37.g4!? Nxd3 

38.gxf5 Nxc1 39.Qe5+ Qg7 

40.f6±] 

 

37...Qg6² 38.Ne4 [38.Rd1 

d3 39.cxd3 Bxf2+ 40.Kg2 

Bd4 41.Rh1+ Kg7±] 

 

38...Nxd3= 39.cxd3 [Black 

wins the exchange.] 

 

39...Bf8 40.Bd2 Bg7 

[40...Be7!?=] 

 

41.f4² Rf8 42.g4 Kg8 

43.Qg2 [White prepares the 

advance g5] 

 

43...Qc6 44.f5 [White wins 

space] 

 

44...Be5 [44...Qc2 45.Qf3 

Re8 46.f6 Rxe4 47.f7+ Kf8 

48.Qxe4 Qd1+ 49.Be1 Kxf7 

50.Kg2²] 

 

45.Qf3² Qc2 [45...Kg7 

46.Bf4 Bc7 47.Bxc7 Qxc7 

48.f6+ Kh7 49.Qf5+ Kh8 

50.Kg2+–] 

 

46.g5± Qc8? [¹46...Qc7±] 

 

47.f6+– Qe6 48.Nc5 Qd6?? 

[the position is going down 

the drain] 

 

[¹48...Qf7±] 

 

49.Qf5+– Rf7 [49...Bxf6 

hoping against hope 50.Ne4 

Bd8 51.Nxd6 Rxf5 52.Nxf5 

Kf7+–] 

50.Qg6+ Kf8 51.Ne4 Qd5 

52.Bb4+ Ke8 53.Qg8+ Kd7 

54.g6 [54.g6 Bh2+ 55.Kxh2 

Qe5+ 56.Kg1 Rxf6 57.Nxf6+ 

Qxf6 58.Qf7+ Qxf7 59.gxf7 

a5 60.Bc5 Ke6 61.f8Q a4 

62.Qe7+ Kf5 63.Bxd4 Kg4 

64.Qf6 b4 65.Be3 a3 

66.Kg2 axb2 67.Qg5#] 1–0 

Ghaemmaghami,E.(2682) - 

Li,Ruifeng (2629) 
2016 NATIONAL OPEN  
Las Vegas, Nevada (3), 

05.06.2016 

 
[E12: Queen's Indian: Unu-

sual White 4th moves, 4 a3, 

4 Nc3 Bb7 5 a3 and 4 Nc3 

Bb7] 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.Nf3 b6 

4.a3 Bb7 5.Nc3 d5 6.Bg5 

Be7 7.Bxf6 Bxf6 8.cxd5 

exd5 9.e3 0–0 [last book 

move] 

 

10.Qb3 c5 11.dxc5 Nd7 

12.cxb6 Nc5 [Black threat-

ens to win material: Nc5xb3] 
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13.Qc2 Qxb6 14.Rd1 Rac8 

15.Nd4 [15.Be2!?=] 

 

15...Ne6³ 16.Nxe6 [16.Qd2 

Nxd4 17.exd4 Rfe8+ 

18.Be2 Ba6³] 

 

16...Qxe6 [16...fxe6!? 

17.Bd3 d4 18.exd4 Bxg2µ] 

 

17.Qb3³ [Increasing the 

pressure on the isolated 

pawn on d5. White threat-

ens to win material: 

Qb3xb7] 

 

17...Rb8 18.Be2 [18.Bd3 

Ba6 19.Qc2 d4 20.Bxa6 

dxc3µ] 

 

18...Ba6 [18...Ba8 19.Qa2 

d4 20.Qxe6 fxe6 21.exd4 

Rxb2 22.0–0µ] 

 

19.Qa4 [19.Qc2!?= is worth 

consideration] 

 

19...Rxb2µ 20.Qxa6 Bxc3+ 

21.Kf1 Qxa6 22.Bxa6 d4 

23.h4 dxe3 24.fxe3 Ra2 

25.Rh3 Rxa3 26.e4 Rxa6 

27.Rxc3 Rf6+ 28.Kg1 Re6 

29.Rd4 h6 30.Rc7 a6 

31.Ra7 Rb8 32.Kh2 Rb2 

33.h5 [33.Kh3 Rb3+ 34.Kh2 

Ra3µ] 

 

33...Re5 34.Rd5 [34.Rd8+ 

Kh7 35.Rxf7 Rg5µ] 

 

34...Rxe4–+ 35.Rd8+ 

[35.Rxa6 Rg4 36.Ra8+ Kh7

–+] 

35...Kh7 36.Rxf7 Rh4+ 

37.Kg1 Rxh5 38.Ra8 a5 

39.Rf2 Rb1+ 40.Rf1 Rh1+! 

[Deflection: f1] 

 

41.Kxh1 Rxf1+ 42.Kh2 Rf5 

43.Ra6 [43.g4 Rf4 44.Kg3 

Ra4–+] 

 

43...h5 44.Kh3 g6 45.g3 

Kh6 46.g4 [46.Ra7 Rd5–+] 

 

46...hxg4+ [46...Rf3+!? 

might be the shorter path 

47.Kg2 Ra3 48.Ra7–+] 

 

47.Kxg4 Rb5 48.Kf4 

[48.Ra8 Rb4+ 49.Kf3 a4–+] 

 

48...Kh5 49.Ra8 g5+ 

50.Kf3 Rb3+ 51.Ke4 Ra3 

52.Kf5 Rf3+ 53.Ke4 Rf4+ 

54.Ke5 [54.Kd3 does not 

solve anything 54...a4 

55.Ra5 Kh4–+] 

 

54...a4 0–1 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Li,Ruifeng (2629) - Kie-

wra,Keaton (2526) 
2016 NATIONAL OPEN  

Las Vegas, Nevada (4),  

 

25.06.2016 
 
[B85: Sicilian Scheve-

ningen: 6 Be2 a6, lines with 

early Be3] 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 a6 3.Nf3 e6 

4.d4 cxd4 5.Nxd4 Nc6 

6.Be3 Nf6 7.Be2 d6 8.f4 

Bd7 9.0–0 Be7 10.Qe1 

Nxd4 11.Bxd4 Bc6 12.Qg3 

0–0 13.Bd3 [last book 

move] 

 

13...Rc8 14.Kh1 b5 15.a3 

g6 16.f5 [This push gains 

space] 

 

16...Nh5 [Black threatens to 

win material: Nh5xg3] 

 

17.Qg4 [Black has a 

cramped position] 

 

17...Bf6 [Black threatens to 

win material: Bf6xd4] 

 

18.Be3 Qe7 19.Rae1 Kh8 

[White has a very active 

position] 

 

20.Bd2 Rg8 [¹20...Ng7!?= 

should be examined more 

closely] 

 

21.Nd5± Bxd5 22.exd5 e5 

23.Rf3 Rc5 24.Qh3 Qd8  

25.Ref1 Bg5?? [another bit 

of territory lost] 

 

[¹25...Nf4 26.Bxf4 g5 

27.Bxg5 Rxg5±] 
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26.fxg6+– fxg6 27.Rf7 Ng7 

[27...e4 does not win a prize 

28.Bxe4 Bxd2 29.Qxh5+–] 

 

28.Rd7 [28.Bxg6 seems 

even better 28...Bh4 29.Rd7 

Qxd7 30.Qxd7 hxg6 

31.Qxd6 Rgc8 32.Qxg6 

R5c7+–] 

 

28...Bxd2 [28...Qxd7 

doesn't improve anything 

29.Qxd7 Bxd2 30.Qxd6+–] 

 

29.Rxd8 Rxd8 30.Bxg6 h6 

31.Qf3 Rcc8 [31...Rg8 no 

good, but what else? 32.Qf6 

Rxd5+–] 

 

32.Bd3 [32.Bd3 Rg8 

33.Qe4+–] 1–0 

Kamsky,Gata (2744) - 

Li,Ruifeng (2629) 
2016 NATIONAL OPEN 
Las Vegas, Nevada (5), 

26.06.2016  
 

[B90: Sicilian Najdorf: Unu-

sual White 6th moves, 6 

Be3 Ng4 and 6 Be3 e5] 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 cxd4 

4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 a6 6.Be3 

e5 7.Nf3 Qc7 8.a4 Be6 

9.a5 Qc6 10.Ng5 [last book 

move] 

 

10...d5 11.exd5 Bxd5 

12.Ra4 h6 13.Nxd5 Nxd5 

[White has the pair of bish-

ops] 

 

14.Rc4 Qd7 15.Nf3 Nxe3 

16.Qxd7+ Kxd7 17.fxe3 

[Opposite coloured bishops 

appeared] 

 

17...Nc6 18.c3 

[Consolidates b4] 

 

18...Nxa5 [18...Bd6!?=] 

 

19.Nxe5+² [White forks: f7] 

 

19...Ke6 [Black threatens to 

win material: Ke6xe5] 

 

20.Re4 [Black king safety 

dropped] 

 

20...f5 [Black threatens to 

win material: f5xe4] 

 

21.Ra4 Kxe5 22.Rxa5+ Kf6 

23.g4 fxg4 24.Bc4 g5 25.0–

0+ [He knows no fear] 

 

25...Kg6 26.Bf7+ Kh7 

27.Bd5 [White threatens to 

win material: Bd5xb7] 

 

27...Kg6 28.Bxb7 [White 

forks: a6+a8] 

28...Rb8 [Black threatens to 

win material: Rb8xb7] 

 

29.Bd5 [29.Be4+ Kh5 30.h3 

Rxb2 31.hxg4+ Kh4²] 

 

29...Kh5 [29...Rxb2 30.Bf7+ 

Kg7 31.Bh5=] 

 

30.Rf2² Rb6 31.Kg2 Bg7 

32.Ra4 Rhb8 33.h3 gxh3+ 

34.Kxh3 Kg6 35.Be4+ Kh5 

36.Bf3+ [¹36.Bh7!? Rf8 

37.Bf5±] 

 

36...Kg6= 37.Be4+ Kh5 

[Twofold repetition] 

 

38.Bf5 Rxb2 39.Rxb2 

Rxb2 40.Rxa6 g4+ 

41.Bxg4+ Kg5 42.Ra5+ 

Kg6 43.Bf5+ Kf7 44.Ra7+ 

Kf8 45.Ra3 Rb5 [Black 

threatens to win material: 

Rb5xf5] 

 

46.Bd3 [White threatens to 

win material: Bd3xb5] 

 

46...Re5 47.e4 Rc5 [The 

isolani on c3 becomes a 

target] 

 

48.c4 Bf6 49.Be2 Ke7 

50.Ra6 h5 51.Kg3 h4+ 

52.Kf4 Bg5+ 53.Kf3 Kd7 

54.Bf1 Ke7 55.Rb6 Ra5 

56.Kg4 Re5 57.Rc6 Ra5 

58.Rc7+ Kd6 [Black threat-

ens to win material: Kd6xc7] 

 

59.Rf7 Be7 60.Kf4 [60.Rf5 

Ra1²] 

 



 

12 

60...Bg5+= 61.Kg4 Be7 

[Twofold repetition] 

 

62.Rh7 [Attacks the isolani 

on h4] 

 

62...Bf6 63.Rh6 [White 

threatens to win material: 

Rh6xf6] 

 

63...Ke7 64.Rh7+ Kd6 

[Twofold repetition] 

 

65.Bh3 [The bishop blocks 

h4] 

 

65...Rc5 [Black threatens to 

win material: Rc5xc4] 

 

66.Ra7 Rxc4 67.Kf5 [White 

threatens to win material: 

Kf5xf6] 

 

67...Bc3  

 

68.e5+ [Deflection: e5] 

 

68...Bxe5 69.Ra6+ Rc6  

½–½ 

 

 

 

Li,Ruifeng (2629) -  

Bachmann,Axel (2692) 
2016 NATIONAL OPEN  
Las Vegas, Nevada (6), 

26.06.2016 

 

[C45: Scotch Game] 

 

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.d4 

exd4 4.Nxd4 Bb4+ 5.c3 

Bc5 6.Be3 Bb6 7.Nf5 Bxe3 

8.Nxe3 d6 9.Be2 Nf6 10.f3 

0–0 11.0–0 Nd7 12.c4 Nc5 

13.Nc3 [last book move] 

 

13...a5 14.Qd2 Be6 

15.Rad1 Qd7 16.Nb5 Rae8 

[16...Na7 17.Qc3=] 

 

17.Nd5² [White threatens to 

win material: Nd5xc7] 

17...Na6 18.Nf4 [18.a3 

Kh8²] 

 

18...Qd8 [18...Nc5 19.Qe3 

b6 20.Nd5²] 

 

19.Rfe1 Bd7 20.Nd5 Qb8 

21.Kh1 b6 22.c5 bxc5 

23.Nxd6 cxd6 24.Bxa6 

[Black has new hanging 

pawns: c5+d6] 

 

24...Be6 25.Nc3 Rd8 26.b3 

[Secures c4] 

 

26...Qb4 27.Qc1 Nd4 

28.Ne2 Nc6 29.Nc3 Nd4 

[Twofold repetition] 

 

30.Ne2 Nc6 ½–½ 
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2016 TCA Election Information 
The Annual TCA Elections are upon us.   You will either receive an electronic ballot by email or a paper 
ballot by way of the US Postal Service.   Below you will find out what you need to do to vote. 
 

Paper Ballot Voting: If we don’t have your email address (or for some reason we find it’s invalid) we 
will send you a paper ballot.  The ballot will look like the below sample …  simply select your candidate 
(or write one in) by marking the box with an X, check mark, etc. and return your ballot in the provided, 
pre-addressed envelope.   Don’t forget to put a stamp on it. 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Electronic Voting:  If we have your email address you will receive an email that looks something like 
the below email.  What is important is the highlighted (underlined/bolded) text at the bottom of the 
email.   This is an example of the link you need to click on to access your ballot and vote.   Simply click 
the unique link (or copy/paste into your browser) to access your ballot. 

 
Subject: Vote Now! -- 2016 TCA Election  

On behalf of Texas Chess Association, Jeff French (texasknightsed@gmail.com) invites you to vote in the 2016 TCA Elec-

tion. 

 

This election runs until Sep 01 2016 12:00 am GMT -06:00, Central Time (US & Canada) time zone.  

 

We are using an online election system to tabulate our votes. You have been assigned a unique voter key which can only 

be used to vote once, and your voting choices will remain anonymous. Do not forward this email unless you want someone 

else to vote on your behalf (voter proxy).  

Your vote is worth XXX votes in this election.  

 

If you have election questions, feedback or want to be removed from future ballot lists, please email Texas Chess 

Association at texasknightsed@gmail.com.  

 

NOTE: For TCA family memberships, you will be receive multiple emails (sometimes to the same email address). Each 

email contains a link to a unique ballot. Each link can be used 1 time to vote. After you have successfully submitted 

your vote, you will no longer be able to use the link in the email to vote again. Each email's unique link must be 

used in order to cast all of your family's votes.  

 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=- 

To vote, please click on the following link: 

http://electionbuddy.com/vote/key/LJ68-4AEN-BV6J-C9NB  

You can also copy and paste the link into your web browser. 

 

-=-=-=-=-=-=-=-=- 

Sent by electionbuddy, the easy to use, secure online voting system. 

http://electionbuddy.com/ 



 

14 

After clicking the link, just follow the instructions.  You will see your ballot (a subset of the ballot is 
shown below) … simply select your candidates  (you are welcome to write-in an alternate selection for 
each candidate) and press the <Verify  Your Selection> button at the bottom of the ballot.  A validation 
screen will then be displayed  showing your selections.  When you are ready, press the <Submit> button 
to finalize your vote.   Note:  After you press the <Submit> button, you will no longer be able to make any 
additional changes. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You may need to scroll the browser window to see/select all candidates and to access any buttons re-
quired to process. We appreciate you taking the time to vote. 

 
Eddie Rios for TCA President 

 
Hello everyone, my name is Eddie Rios. I am officially throwing my name in the hat for 
president of TCA. I've been a member for quite a few years, and feel my experience can 
contribute to the growth of the organization. I intend to dedicate time to membership re-
cruitment in hopes of expanding programs throughout the state and therefore increasing 
chess activities. I can use your support. Thanks. 

 
 
Candidates that did not provide introductions: 
 

 Forrest Marler for TCA Vice President 

 Lori Balkum for TCA Secretary 

 Barb Swafford for TCA Treasurer 
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Tactics Time! 

www.amazon.com/dp/B014AL1FRG/ 

Available Digitally Now!!! 

These positions came from games played in Texas or elsewhere by (at 

least one) Texas Player.  Answers can be found on  page 18. 

2. Swami Sundaresan – David Gorrell 

Dallas Novice 2000 
Black to Move 

3. Alexander Martin – Peter Yeh 

Dallas Amateur 2000 
Black to Move 

6. Jim Berry – Phil Fiorini 

RRSO #14 2016 
Black to Move 

1. Stephanie Ballom – Todd Applebaum 

Dallas Novice 2000 
Black to Move 

7. Paul Chua – Stephanie Ballom 

Dallas Novice 2000 
Black to Move 

4. Michael Jennings – Robert Smeltzer 

Dallas Amateur 2000 
Black to Move 

8.  Wilson Neil – Carmen Chairez 

Dallas Amateur 2000 
White to Move 

5. David Phillips – Ming Chin 

Dallas Amateur 2000 
White to Move 

http://www.amazon.com/dp/B014AL1FRG/
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USCF TOP PLAYERS FOR TEXAS - July, 2016             Regardless of Residence or Federation 

 Overall  
6 Onischuk, Alexander  2751 
8 Xiong, Jeffery  2727 
21 Zherebukh, Yaroslav  2662 
22 Moradiabadi, Elshan  2659 
23 Sadorra, Julio C  2656 
28 Ramirez, Alejandro  2642 
31 Gorovets, Andrey  2635 
36 Li, Ruifeng  2629 
38 Macieja, Bartlomiej  2626 
42 Steingrimsson, Hedinn  2618 
47 Hevia Alejano, Carlos Antonio  2604 
53 Hernandez, Holden  2597 
58 Berczes, David  2581 
59 Yang, Darwin  2580 
65 Drozdowski, Kacper  2569 
79 Javakhadze, Zurab  2537 
   
 Age 65 and Over  
2 Bradford, Joseph Mark  2452 
31 Crispin, Thomas A  2200 
31 Simms, Gary  2200 
87 Chase, Stephen M  2054 
   
 Age 50 and Over  
21 Bradford, Joseph Mark  2452 
27 Milovanovic, Rade  2416 
91 Hayward, Keith R  2252 
   
 Under Age 21  
1 Xiong, Jeffery  2727 
5 Li, Ruifeng  2629 
6 Yang, Darwin  2580 
7 Drozdowski, Kacper  2569 
18 Vazquez, Guillermo  2494 
24 Ruiz C, Joshua D  2474 
55 Lin, Dachey  2357 
70 Chiang, Jonathan  2334 
81 Ng, Daniel J  2309 
87 Pamatmat, Jarod John M  2304 
92 Wang, Justin  2300 
   
 Age 18  
6 Ruiz C, Joshua D  2474 
13 Ng, Daniel J  2309 
51 Munoz, Claudia E  2100 
52 Lu, Tommy  2094 
54 Shao, Andy  2085 
72 Kaliyur, Rohith  2039 
81 Kaniyar, Utkarsh  1991 
   
 Age 17  
21 Malhotra, Akshay  2260 
28 Han, Curran  2231 
34 Wlezien, Alexander  2186 
47 Brannon, Joshua Scott  2125 
55 Nguyen, Duy Minh  2077 
69 Jacob, Andrew  2053 
82 Xiang, Evan  2021 
   
 Age 16  
9 Lin, Dachey  2357 
10 Chiang, Jonathan  2334 
18 He, Tommy  2275 
24 Vaidya, Atulya  2240 
28 Capocyan, Sam Lander Cabrera  2228 
37 Obili, Abhishek Reddy  2193 
66 Hsieh, David  2068 
78 Nandula, Ram Aditya  2020 
91 Mao, Marcus S  1972 
   
 
 

 Age 15  
1 Xiong, Jeffery  2727 
30 Nguyen, Anthony Quan  2170 
40 Krishna, Ram  2124 
51 Frenkel, Benjamin  2091 
72 Premkumar, Hiren  2036 
78 Trakru, Priya Nikita  2011 
81 Nguyen, Khoa Minh  2005 
92 Weisberg, Mark Layne  1967 
99 Battula, Rahul  1954 
   
 Age 14  
1 Li, Ruifeng  2629 
14 Liu, Bovey  2272 
17 Xie, Tianming  2203 
23 Kirumaki, Ronit  2141 
28 Devagharan, Devina  2131 
47 Eliezer, Segev  2048 
52 Hullahalli, Adarsh  2038 
54 Yu, Ray  2024 
66 Kao, Camille Y  1996 
68 Palang, Warren Jesse  1989 
72 Krishnan, Aadarsh  1971 
76 Sonawane, Atharv  1950 
77 Srivatsav, Aadarsh  1943 
   
 Age 13  
13 Nguyen, Emily Quynh  2195 
33 Liu, Kevin  2029 
44 Nguyen, Dang Minh  1979 
47 Tsuei, Kai  1967 
48 Huang, Max  1965 
50 Fan, William G  1957 
63 Huo, Rannon  1925 
64 Bandi, Rohit Choudary  1916 
67 Buergler, Jacob Bede  1913 
77 Gupta, Som  1889 
81 Le, Collin Khoi  1880 
83 Wang, Jason  1879 
96 Narang, Ijay  1843 
   
 Age 12   
9 Gu, Brian Fanyuan  2213 
15 Vivekananthan, Anish  2129 
31 Prabu, Advaith  2014 
38 Hawthorn, Charles  1976 
40 Kung, Thomas  1965 
45 Balderas, Adolfo Augusto, Jr  1950 
66 Yan, Austin K  1861 
74 Mao, Andrew Sun-Rong  1832 
81 Peng, Peter  1809 
86 Niu, Baron T  1801 
100 Deleon, Carlos Daniel  1777 
   
 Age 11  
1 Wang, Justin  2300 
9 Hung, Daniel  2110 
12 Metpally, Jason  2068 
20 Wang, Yanke  2033 
21 Vaidya, Atreya  2028 
32 Hawthorn, Henry  1940 
35 Zhu, Harvey  1917 
36 Frutos, Cole Nicholas  1914 
39 Mcnutt, William Howard  1907 
56 Yeung, Wesley  1820 
63 Romo, Benjamin  1803 
66 Shi, Eric  1796 
80 Nguyen, Anh Nhu  1762 
81 Rajaram, Rudransh  1758 
96 Ma, Albert Z  1713 
   
 
 

 Age 10  
7 Trakru, Rohun  1963 
9 Oberoi, Shelev  1952 
20 Kumarappan, Ganesh  1874 
23 Tang, Andrew  1843 
35 Pullabhotla, Venkata Naga, Jr  1755 
36 Gundam, Rohit  1746 
46 Casas, Michael  1682 
86 Razo, Joaquin  1559 
92 Mahajan, Jai  1547 
   
 Age 9  
4 Polavaram, Rithik Sai  2048 
42 Patil, Vedant  1670 
60 Welsh, Vinh  1586 
78 Chennuru, Anshu  1503 
87 Yang, Benjamin  1463 
93 Pham, Vinh The  1442 
97 Yang, Kevin  1434 
99 Rodriguez, Alexander P  1424 
   
 Age 8  
9 Capocyan, John Patrick  1732 
19 Zhang, Andrew Huangtiankai  1634 
26 Pathak, Rudransh  1574 
27 Yu, Kevin  1563 
39 Podder, Ronit  1450 
52 Senthil, Arjun  1369 
53 Lau, Ignatius  1366 
69 Wu, Ethan  1307 
72 Aakarshan, Kumar  1295 
84 Schroeder, Luke Price  1253 
88 Austin, Ian  1249 
98 Wang, Kalia Yuke  1208 
99 Saldivar, Felix, Jr  1206 
   
 Age 7 and Under  
6 Kunka, Harshid  1601 
8 Raghuraja, Sri Avishkar  1535 
11 Jin, Tony  1491 
16 Wang, Kellen  1434 
20 Ma, Dylan  1413 
35 Miramontes, Luis  1370 
38 Gao, Tianwen  1351 
41 Nguyen, Sebastian Thien  1331 
48 Li, Rachael  1255 
50 Duong, Kevin  1245 
55 Mcnutt, Kaitlynn Lee  1206 
65 Sun, Alexander  1149 
79 Jha, Krish  1097 
81 Agnihotri, Abhinav A  1096 
95 Shetty, Daksh  1038 
   
 
 
 
 Women Overall  
10 Danelia, Mariam  2360 
11 Foisor, Sabina-Francesca  2354 
14 Andrenko, Iryna  2300 
24 Chiang, Sarah  2256 
36 Nguyen, Emily Quynh  2195 
45 Devagharan, Devina  2131 
50 Munoz, Claudia E  2100 
57 Guerrero Rodriguez, Alejandra  2073 
77 Xiang, Evan  2021 
81 Trakru, Priya Nikita  2011 
84 Root, Alexey Wilhelmina  2002 
87 Kao, Camille Y  1996 
99 Palang, Caissa  1956 
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 Women Age 65 and Over  
2 O'Neill, Julia  1812 
   
 Women Age 50 and Over  
2 Root, Alexey Wilhelmina  2002 
10 O'Neill, Julia  1812 
44 Hardesty, Brenda T  1322 
60 Jamison, Helen  1128 
67 Lamont, Olga A  989 
78 Irwin, Marla  820 
 
 Girls Under 21  
6 Chiang, Sarah  2256 
13 Nguyen, Emily Quynh  2195 
16 Devagharan, Devina  2131 
20 Munoz, Claudia E  2100 
39 Xiang, Evan  2021 
43 Trakru, Priya Nikita  2011 
47 Kao, Camille Y  1996 
54 Palang, Caissa  1956 
63 Chu, Yue  1916 
66 Ravi, Saisree  1909 
69 Zhao, Annie  1891 
70 Nguyen, Brittany Mong-Tran  1886 
71 Palakollu, Samritha  1884 
100 Abella, Clarissa Louise  1801 
   
 Girls Age 18  
3 Munoz, Claudia E  2100 
11 Sarna, Kristen Sheila  1785 
23 Olvera, Georgia  1400 
37 Perez, Corie  1078 
38 Hyde, Sierra R  882 
45 Ayala, Vanessa N  652 
   
 Girls Age 17  
6 Xiang, Evan  2021 
10 Palang, Caissa  1956 
12 Zhao, Annie  1891 
26 Brown, Sarah  1534 
36 Trang, Yvonne U  1235 
38 Leos, Emily  1221 
60 Guzman, Vanessa Renee  873 
62 Alvarez, Anna M  806 
74 Benitez, Sarai  361 
   
 Girls Age 16  
9 Nguyen, Brittany Mong-Tran  1886 
26 Su, Meiyi  1558 
49 Moya, Savannah  1054 
50 Krothapalli, Aneesha  1052 
56 Mendez, Brianna A  988 
59 Rodriguez, Esmeralda E  910 
60 Leone, Terilyn Helen  907 
64 Uhlig, Sarah D  846 
68 Davila, Priscilla  729 
77 Acevedo, Caristen M  483 
   
 Girls Age 15  
4 Trakru, Priya Nikita  2011 
7 Palakollu, Samritha  1884 
11 Abella, Clarissa Louise  1801 
21 Zheng, Christine  1652 
24 Rodriguez, Dominique  1616 
36 Garza, Ariel Francis  1450 
38 Salazar, Lilliana  1426 
43 Li, Selena  1405 
45 Solis, Crystal Marie  1379 
69 Hernandez, Paola  1168 
72 Kotha, Anvita  1144 
74 Reed, Ambriette D  1134 
80 Cervera, Maria B  994 
82 Morrison, Nicole Leigh  990 
85 Ambrosio, Diana  917 
92 Wallett, Ammarie Rita  855 
94 Christensen, Asha Taylor  813 

 Girls Age 15 (continued) 
97 Rodriguez, Monica M  767 
 
 Girls Age 14 
3 Devagharan, Devina  2131 
9 Kao, Camille Y  1996 
30 Bao, Yuliang Eunice  1644 
33 Zhu, Yining  1564 
35 Mitra, Aishwarya  1492 
38 Bhat, Puja Prashant  1458 
39 Uppuluri, Sindhuja  1454 
46 Zhao, Vivian  1386 
51 Mitra, Apsara  1333 
56 Oliveira, Lauren R  1287 
59 Gonzales, Caitlin A  1254 
66 Solis, Gabriela  1192 
76 Tovias, Lauren  1078 
82 Hernandez, Victoria Ann  990 
85 Voliber, Alyssa  971 
86 Delgado, Victoria E  964 
87 Zhang, Elena  960 
89 Cheng, Daisy  944 
91 Gonzalez, Jolie Marie  922 
92 Babaria, Niyati Rakesh  918 
100 Zhang, Elsa  851 
   
 Girls Age 13  
2 Nguyen, Emily Quynh  2195 
27 Cheng, Angela  1550 
36 Cedillo Bocanegra, Ana Karen  1493 
39 Zhou, Julia  1466 
42 Uppuluri, Anuja  1457 
46 Bautista, Ilse V  1385 
49 Murgulet, Ioana  1344 
68 Munoz, Denae L  1214 
69 Vasquez, Angelica  1213 
73 Tooley, Bridget Annika  1177 
74 Boren, Isabel  1167 
75 Ravichandar, Shreya  1164 
78 Santana, Sol Celeste  1157 
94 Young, Ashley  986 
96 Erabelli, Nithya  956 
99 Jones, Natelie Danielle  918 
   
 Girls Age 12  
2 Nguyen, Emily Quynh  2195 
27 Cheng, Angela  1550 
36 Cedillo Bocanegra, Ana Karen  1493 
39 Zhou, Julia  1466 
42 Uppuluri, Anuja  1457 
46 Bautista, Ilse V  1385 
49 Murgulet, Ioana  1344 
68 Munoz, Denae L  1214 
69 Vasquez, Angelica  1213 
73 Tooley, Bridget Annika  1177 
74 Boren, Isabel  1167 
75 Ravichandar, Shreya  1164 
78 Santana, Sol Celeste  1157 
94 Young, Ashley  986 
96 Erabelli, Nithya  956 
99 Jones, Natelie Danielle  918 
   
 Girls Age 11  
7 Nguyen, Anh Nhu  1762 
15 Yellamraju, Ambica  1557 
25 Yellamraju, Aparna  1445 
30 Kao, Simona Y  1428 
57 Gunukula, Renee  1197 
76 Flores, Madelyn  1120 
84 Hernandez, Madelyn  1092 
95 Castillo, Isabella Deanda  1039 
   
 Girls Age 10  
19 Furman, Jessica  1440 
21 Padilla, Karlee  1401 
35 Zhang, Alicia  1225 

 Girls Age 10 (continued) 
37 Lu, Maggie  1202 
38 Si, Sophia  1200 
40 Wang, Catherine  1196 
45 Aggarwal, Manika  1136 
47 Wu, Alison  1131 
49 Patil, Srushti  1125 
53 Delgado, Gisele Josephine  1112 
54 Pulido, Emma R  1099 
56 Ghatti, Saisneha  1094 
64 Naidu, Suchitra  1052 
65 Balderas, Ana Luisa  1049 
80 Gogada, Vimudha  976 
81 Babaria, Rajvi Rakesh  968 
82 Hernandez, Sarah  960 
83 Le, Helen Uyen  957 
97 Zhang, Mona Wenjie  913 
   
 Girls Age 9  
6 Chennuru, Anshu  1503 
10 Wan, Audrey X  1311 
14 Bandaru, Tanvi  1201 
42 Duggirala, Bhavyashree  1000 
45 Nava, Abeni Yanira  978 
54 Solis, Natalie  950 
56 Vasquez, Izabel  949 
57 Luo, Helen Hanqi  947 
61 Vijay, Samiya  934 
70 Nitturi, Rajni  872 
73 Fisher, Dakota  863 
83 Yong, Tiffany  824 
84 Bhattacharya, Shubhangi  821 
91 Lozano, Clarissa Lysette  815 
93 Macias, Melanie Alejandra  808 
96 Xu, Isabel  801 
   
 Girls Age 8  
6 Wang, Kalia Yuke  1208 
10 Jiang, Eileen  1129 
12 Jacinto, Gianna G  1108 
22 Reddy, Tanvi  957 
29 Uviedo, Violette  925 
31 Chamaria, Vedika  908 
34 Yi, Bella  899 
35 Yeh, Madeline  892 
38 Duong, Katie  867 
43 Nair, Pallavi  851 
46 Galvez, Azulgris  830 
54 Balaji, Sai Sangeetha  793 
58 Melgarejo, Paulina  786 
59 Sandoval, Sofia  785 
61 Iyer, Niyati  773 
63 Espinosa, Sarah E  764 
65 Nakkala, Sharvi Reddy  743 
74 Phillips, Madeline A  711 
86 Salgado, Maricarmen  662 
95 Pirtle, Sarah E  621 
97 Martinez, Amber J  614 
100 Ham, Emily  606 
   
 Girls Under Age 7  
1 Gao, Tianwen  1351 
4 Li, Rachael  1255 
5 Mcnutt, Kaitlynn Lee  1206 
26 Cruz, Vivica R  808 
28 Nieto, Kiana E  788 
45 John, Ashley Danielle  640 
48 John, Natalie Michelle  633 
52 Zhang, Sunny  623 
55 Martinez, Erika Beatriz  607 
62 Rodriguez, Eleticia Ruby  588 
69 Nunes, Adrienne  560 
69 Allen, Alanna  560 
84 Barajas, Sophia  477 
91 Garcia, Karime A  450 
94 Yong, Evelin  448 
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Tactics Time!  Answers 
 

Answers: 
 

1. 15...Nf6 attacks and pins the white bishop on d5.  Black will win a piece. 
2. 16...Qxc4 17. Nxc4 Bd3 forks the knight and rook. 
3. 16...Qa5+ forks the knight and king. 
4. On the previous move White played 11.g4?? to attack the bishop, then resigned after realizing 

they allowed 11...Nf3# 
5. 24.Rxe6! Black cannot capture the rook because of 24...fxe6 25.Qf8#  
6. 26...Nxe5 wins a pawn.  The f-pawn is pinned. 
7. 21...Qd2+ 22.Kg1 Qxg2# 
8. 31. Bxc5 wins a pawn.  The b-pawn is pinned. 
Cover. 23.Qxb4! was missed in the game, taking advantage of the pinned c5 pawn.  
 
 
Want more original chess tactics from real games like these?  Get Tactics Time delivered straight to your e-mail 
mailbox for FREE!  Newsletters come out 3 times a week.   
 

Sign up now for the Tactics Time e-mail newsletter at tacticstime.com 

Rank Name Score 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

1 GM Xiong, Jeffery 6.5 ½ 1 1 0 1 1 1 ½ ½ 

2 IM Liang, Awonder 6 1 0 1 ½ 1 ½ ½ ½ 1 

3 IM Li, Ruifeng 5.5 ½ ½ ½ ½ 1 0 1 ½ 1 

4 IM Harmon-Vellotti, Luke 5 ½ ½ 0 ½ 1 1 ½ ½ ½ 

5 FM Brown, Michael William 5 ½ 1 ½ ½ 0 ½ 1 ½ ½ 

6 IM Chandra, Akshat 4.5 ½ ½ ½ ½ 1 0 1 ½ 0 

7 FM Checa, Nicolas D 4 0 0 1 ½ 0 1 0 ½ 1 

8 GM Troff, Kayden W 3.5 ½ ½ 0 ½ 0 1 0 ½ ½ 

9 IM Ostrovskiy, Aleksandr A 3.5 1 ½ ½ 1 0 0 0 ½ 0 

10 IM Bodek, Michael H 1.5 0 ½ 0 ½ 0 0 0 ½ 0 

2016 US Junior Closed Championship 
For additional Info: http://www.uschesschamps.com/information/overview-0 

 
The US Junior Closed Championship was held from July 7th to July 18th in St. Louis, MO.   There were 10 
participants.  GM Jeffery Xiong won the tournament with a score of 6.5/9.   Also from Texas, IM Ruifeng 
Li took 3rd Place with a score of 5.5/9.  Below are the results of the tournament. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following are the games played by GM Jeffery Xiong. 
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Li,Ruifeng (2608)  

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [B26] 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (1.4), 

08.07.2016 
 

1.e4 c5 2.Nc3 d6 3.g3 Nc6 

4.Bg2 g6 5.d3 Bg7 6.Be3 

Nf6 7.h3 Rb8 8.f4 Nd4 

9.Nce2 Nd7 10.c3 Nxe2 

11.Nxe2 b5 12.Qd2 Bb7 

13.0–0 0–0 14.g4 e6 15.f5 

exf5 16.gxf5 Re8 17.Bh6 

c4 18.fxg6 hxg6 19.Bxg7 

Kxg7 20.Qf4 Qe7 21.d4 

Rh8 22.Ng3 Rh4 23.Qf2 

Rbh8 24.a4 b4 25.cxb4 

Nf6 26.Rae1 Nh7 27.e5 d5 

28.Qe3 Bc8 29.Bxd5 Ng5 

30.Rf6 Nxh3+ 31.Kg2 Bb7 

32.Bf3 Bxf3+ 33.Rxf3 Ng5 

34.Rf6 Rg4 35.Rf4 Qb7+ 

36.Kf1 Rh2 37.Nf5+ gxf5 

½–½ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [A46] 

Liang,Awonder (2515) 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (2.2), 

09.07.2016 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Nf3 e6 3.Bf4 b6 

4.e3 Bb7 5.Be2 Be7 6.h3 0

–0 7.0–0 d5 8.a4 a6 9.Nbd2 

Nbd7 10.c3 c5 11.Qb1 Ne4 

12.Nxe4 dxe4 13.Nd2 Nf6 

14.Rd1 cxd4 15.cxd4 Rc8 

16.Be5 Qd5 17.b3 Nd7 

18.Bf4 Rfd8 19.f3 e5 

20.dxe5 Nc5 21.Nxe4 

Qxb3 22.Nd6 Bxd6 

23.exd6 Qxb1 24.Rdxb1 

Nd7 25.Rc1 Rc5 26.e4 

Rdc8 27.Rxc5 Rxc5 

28.Be3 Rc2 29.Kf1 f6 

30.Rd1 Kf8 31.Rd4 Ke8 

32.g4 g5 33.Bd3 Rc3 

34.Kf2 Nc5 35.Be2 Rc2 

36.Ke1 Rc3 37.Kd2 Ra3 

38.Rb4 Ra2+ 39.Ke1 Nxa4 

40.Rc4 Nc5 41.Bxc5 bxc5 

42.Rxc5 Ra1+ 43.Kf2 Ra2 

44.Ke3 Ra3+ 45.Kd4 Ra4+ 

46.Bc4 a5 47.Kc3 Ra3+ 

48.Kb2 Rxf3 49.Rc7 Rf2+ 

50.Kc3 Bxe4 51.Re7+ Kd8 

52.Rxe4 Kd7 53.Rd4 Rf3+ 

54.Kb2 1–0 

Bodek,Michael (2523)  

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [B50] 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (3.5), 

10.07.2016 

 
1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.d4 Nf6 

4.Nc3 cxd4 5.Qxd4 a6 

6.Be3 Nc6 7.Qd2 e6 8.0–0–

0 Be7 9.Bf4 Ng4 10.h3 

Nge5 11.Nxe5 Nxe5 

12.Bh2 0–0 13.f4 Nc6 

14.Kb1 b5 15.Be2 Rb8 

16.f5 b4 17.Na4 Qa5 18.b3 

e5 19.Bg1 Nd4 20.Bxd4 

exd4 21.Qxd4 Bb7 22.Nb6 

Bf6 23.Nc4 Qb5 24.Qxd6 

Bxe4 25.Bd3 Rbd8 26.Qg3 

Qd5 27.Qf2 Bxg2 28.Rhg1 

Be4 29.Rge1 h6 30.a4 Bc3 

31.Nb6 Qc6 32.Bxe4 Qxe4 

33.Rg1 Bd4 34.Qg3 Bxg1 

35.Rxg1 Qd4 36.Nc4 Rfe8 

37.Nb2 Re3 38.Qf2 Rxh3 

39.Qg2 Rh5 40.Rf1 Rg5 

41.Qh1 Qf6 42.Qe4 Rd4 

43.Qe3 Rd5 0–1 

K 
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Ostrovskiy,A.(2508) 

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [B51] 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (4.1), 

11.07.2016 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 d6 3.Bb5+ 

Nd7 4.0–0 a6 5.Bd3 Ngf6 

6.Re1 e6 7.c3 b5 8.a4 c4 

9.Be2 Bb7 10.axb5 axb5 

11.Rxa8 Bxa8 12.d3 Be7 

13.Nbd2 cxd3 14.Bxd3 

Qb6 15.b4 e5 16.Qe2 Bc6 

17.Nb3 0–0 18.Na5 Rb8 

19.Nxc6 Qxc6 20.Bd2 h6 

21.Nh4 Bf8 22.Nf5 d5 

23.exd5 Qxd5 24.Ng3 Qa2 

25.Rd1 Qb3 26.Rb1 Qa2 

27.Rd1 Qb3 28.Rb1 Qa2 

29.Be1 Qd5 30.Ra1 Ne8 

31.Ra5 Nc7 32.c4 Qc6 

33.c5 g6 34.Ne4 Ne6 

35.Nc3 Nd4 36.Qa2 Nxc5 

37.bxc5 b4 38.Ne4 Be7 

39.h3 Qd7 40.Bc4 b3 

41.Qb2 Qf5 42.Bd3 Qd7 

43.Ra6 Nc6 44.Bc4 Qd4 

45.Qxd4 Nxd4 46.Rxg6+ 

1–0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Xiong,Jeffery (2723)  

Troff,Kayden (2639) [A05] 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (5.5), 

12.07.2016 

 

1.Nf3 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 

4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.Qb3 Nb6 

6.d4 Bg7 7.Bf4 Be6 8.Qa3 

c5 9.Qxc5 Nc6 10.e4 Nd7 

11.Qa3 Nxd4 12.Nxd4 

Bxd4 13.Bb5 0–0 14.0–0 

Qb6 15.Bxd7 Bxd7 16.Nd5 

Qxb2 17.Qxb2 Bxb2 

18.Rab1 Ba3 19.Rxb7 Rfd8 

20.h4 a6 21.Rfb1 f5 

22.R1b3 Bc5 23.Rc3 Bc6 

24.Nxe7+ Bxe7 25.Rxc6 

Bxh4 26.g3 Rd1+ 27.Kg2 

Bd8 28.Re6 Ba5 29.Be5 

Rad8 30.Ree7 Bb4 

31.Rxh7 1–0 

Chandra,Akshat (2583)  

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [D71] 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (6.2), 

14.07.2016 

 
 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.g3 c6 

4.Bg2 d5 5.Qa4 a6 6.cxd5 

b5 7.Qd1 cxd5 8.Nf3 Bg7 

9.0–0 0–0 10.Bf4 Bb7 

11.Nbd2 Qb6 12.Rc1 Nc6 

13.Nb3 Ne4 14.Ne5 Rfd8 

15.Be3 Nb8 16.Qc2 Nd7 

17.Bxe4 dxe4 18.d5 Qd6 

19.Nc6 Re8 20.Nba5 Bc8 

21.Rfd1 Nf6 22.Bc5 Qd7 

23.Qd2 Qh3 24.f3 Bf8 

25.Qd4 Qf5 26.Qe5 h5 

27.Qxf5 Bxf5 28.Kf2 g5 

29.Ba3 exf3 30.exf3 g4 

31.f4 Be4 32.Re1 Kh7 

33.Rcd1 Bxd5 34.Bxe7 

Bxe7 35.Rxe7 Rxe7 

36.Nxe7 Bf3 37.Rc1 Rd8 

38.Nb3 Ne4+ 39.Ke3 Nd6 

40.Kf2 Nc4 41.Nf5 Nxb2 

42.Rc7 Nd3+ 43.Kf1 Bd5 

44.Ne3 Be6 45.Ke2 Nb4 

46.f5 Bxb3 47.axb3 Kg7 

48.Ng2 Rd5 49.Nf4 Rxf5 

50.Ra7 h4 51.Ke3 Re5+ 

52.Kd2 hxg3 53.hxg3 Rf5 

54.Rd7 Kf6 55.Kc3 a5 

56.Kd4 Nc6+ 57.Ke3 Rc5 

58.Rc7 b4 59.Ke4 Re5+ 

60.Kd3 Ne7 61.Ne2 Nf5 

62.Kd2 Rd5+ 63.Ke1 Rd3 

64.Rc6+ Ke5 65.Rc5+ Ke4 

66.Kf2 Rf3+ 67.Ke1 Rxb3 

68.Rxa5 Nxg3 69.Nc1 Rb1 

70.Kd2 Rb2+ 71.Ke1 Nf5 

72.Ra7 g3 73.Ne2 Ke3 

74.Kf1 Rxe2 75.Rxf7 Rf2+ 

76.Kg1 Nd4 77.Re7+ Kd3 

78.Rd7 b3 79.Kh1 b2 

80.Rb7 Rh2+ 0–1 
 

K 
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Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [D15] 

Checa,Nicolas (2502) 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (7.4), 

15.07.2016 

 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.Nf3 Nf6 

4.Nc3 a6 5.e3 Bf5 6.Qb3 

Ra7 7.Nh4 Bg6 8.Nxg6 

hxg6 9.g3 e6 10.Bg2 Nbd7 

11.0–0 Be7 12.e4 dxe4 

13.Nxe4 Nxe4 14.Bxe4 Nf6 

15.Bf3 Qd7 16.Be3 Ra8 

17.a4 a5 18.Rfd1 Bb4 

19.Rd3 0–0 20.Rad1 Rfd8 

21.Bf4 Qe7 22.Re3 Qf8 

23.Red3 Qe7 24.Bg5 Rd7 

25.h4 Rad8 26.Bg4 Qf8 

27.Bh3 Be7 28.Be3 Bb4 

29.Qc2 Ne4 30.Qe2 Be7 

31.Bf4 Nf6 32.Qf3 Bd6 

33.Be3 Be7 34.Bc1 Rc7 

35.Bf4 Bd6 36.Be3 Be7 

37.Bf4 Bd6 38.Bg5 Be7 

39.Qe2 Rcd7 40.Kh2 Ne8 

41.Bf4 Bf6 42.Be3 Nd6 

43.d5 Nxc4 44.dxe6 Rxd3 

45.Rxd3 Rxd3 46.Qxd3 

Nxe3 47.Qxe3 fxe6 

48.Bxe6+ Kh7 49.b3 Qd6 

50.Kg2 Qe5 51.Qxe5 Bxe5 

52.Kf3 b5 53.Kg4 bxa4 

54.bxa4 Bd4 55.f4 Bf2 

56.Bd7 c5 57.Be6 Be1 

58.Ba2 Bf2 59.Kf3 Be1 

60.Bc4 Bc3 61.Kg2 Be1 

62.Bb3 Bd2 63.Kf2 Bc1 

64.Ke2 Kh6 65.Bg8 Kh5 

66.Kf3 Bd2 67.Kg2 Kh6 

68.Kf2 Kh5 69.Bf7 Kh6 

70.Ke2 Bc1 71.Kf3 Kh5 

72.Bc4 Bd2 73.Kg2 Kh6 

74.Bg8 Bc1 75.Kh3 Bd2 

76.Kg4 Be1 77.Kf3 Bd2 

78.Kf2 Bc1 79.Kf1 Bd2 

80.Kg2 Bc1 81.Kg1 Be3+ 

82.Kh1 Bd2 83.Kh2 Be1 

84.Kh3 Bd2 85.g4 Bxf4 

86.g5+ Bxg5 87.hxg5+ 

Kxg5 88.Kg3 Kf5 89.Kf3 

Ke5 90.Ke3 g5 91.Kd3 g4 

92.Kc4 g3 93.Bd5 Kd6 

94.Bg2 g5 95.Kb5 g4 

96.Kc4 Ke5 97.Kxc5 Kf4 

98.Kd4 1–0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brown,Michael (2506)  

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [D85] 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (8.3), 

16.07.2016 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 g6 3.Nc3 d5 

4.cxd5 Nxd5 5.Bd2 Bg7 

6.e4 Nb6 7.Be3 0–0 8.Be2 

Nc6 9.Nf3 Bg4 10.e5 Qe8 

11.Ng5 Bxe2 12.Qxe2 h6 

13.Nge4 f5 14.exf6 exf6 

15.d5 f5 16.dxc6 Qxc6 

17.Rc1 fxe4 18.Nb5 Qd7 

19.Rxc7 Qd3 20.Qxd3 

exd3 21.Kd2 Nd5 22.Rxb7 

Nxe3 23.fxe3 Rf2+ 

24.Kxd3 Rxb2 25.Rxa7 

Rxa7 26.Nxa7 Rxa2 

27.Nc6 Rxg2 28.Ke4 Kf7 

29.Kf3 Rb2 30.h3 Rc2 

½–½ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) [E06] 

Harmon-Vellotti,L. (2527) 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (9.3), 

17.07.2016 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 

4.Nf3 Be7 5.Bg2 0–0 6.0–0 

dxc4 7.Qc2 a6 8.a4 Bd7 

9.Rd1 Bc6 10.Nc3 Bxf3 

11.Bxf3 Nc6 12.Bxc6 bxc6 

13.Bg5 Rb8 14.e3 Nd5 

15.Bxe7 Qxe7 16.Ne4 a5 

17.Nd2 c5 18.Nxc4 cxd4 

19.Rxd4 Qc5 20.Rc1 Rb4  
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21.Ne5 Qxc2 22.Rxc2 

Rxd4 23.exd4 Rb8 24.Nc6 

Rb6 25.Nxa5 Rb4 26.b3 

Rxd4 27.Nc6 Rd1+ 28.Kg2 

Ra1 29.Nd4 Kf8 30.Nb5 

Rb1 31.Nxc7 ½–½ 

 

Xiong,Jeffery (2723) - 

Harmon-Vellotti,Luke 

(2527) [E06] 

2016 U.S. Junior Closed 

Championship (9.3), 

17.07.2016 

1.d4 Nf6 2.c4 e6 3.g3 d5 

4.Nf3 Be7 5.Bg2 0–0 6.0–0 

dxc4 7.Qc2 a6 8.a4 Bd7 

9.Rd1 Bc6 10.Nc3 Bxf3 

11.Bxf3 Nc6 12.Bxc6 bxc6 

13.Bg5 Rb8 14.e3 Nd5 

15.Bxe7 Qxe7 16.Ne4 a5 

17.Nd2 c5 18.Nxc4 cxd4 

19.Rxd4 Qc5 20.Rc1 Rb4 

21.Ne5 Qxc2 22.Rxc2 

Rxd4 23.exd4 Rb8 24.Nc6 

Rb6 25.Nxa5 Rb4 26.b3 

Rxd4 27.Nc6 Rd1+ 28.Kg2 

Ra1 29.Nd4 Kf8 30.Nb5 

Rb1 31.Nxc7 ½–½ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nguyen,Emily (1944)  

Yu,Jennifer (2187) [A45] 

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship (1.4), 25.06.2016 
 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 d5 3.Bxf6 

exf6 4.e3 Bd6 5.c4 c6 

6.cxd5 cxd5 7.Nc3 Be6 

8.g3 0–0 9.Bg2 Nc6 

10.Nge2 Bc7 11.0–0 Qd7 

12.Rc1 Rfd8 13.Qb3 Na5 

14.Qb5 Qe7 15.Qc5 Qxc5 

16.dxc5 Rd7 17.Rfd1 Rad8 

18.b3 Nc6 19.Rc2 Be5 

20.Rcd2 Ne7 21.h3 f5 

22.Nd4 g6 23.a3 Rc8 24.b4 

b6 25.Na4 Rb7 26.Bf1 Bd7 

27.Nb2 Rbc7 28.Nd3 Bf6  

Pos  Player Name                      Total Rnd 1 Rnd 2 Rnd 3 Rnd 4 Rnd 5 Rnd 6 Rnd 7  Rnd 8  Rnd 9  Rnd 10 

1  EMILY QUYNH NGUYEN               6.5 W 10 D 2 L 4 *     W 3 D 7 D 6 W 5 W 8 W 9 

2  AGATA BYKOVTSEV                  6 W 10 *     D 4 D 1 L 3 W 7 W 6 D 5 D 8 W 9 

3  CARISSA SHIWEN YIP               5.5 W 10 W 2 W 4 L 1 *     W 7 L 6 L 5 D 8 W 9 

4  EVAN XIANG                       5.5 W 10 D 2 *     W 1 L 3 W 7 L 6 D 5 W 8 D 9 

5  MAGGIE FENG                      4.5 W 10 D 2 D 4 L 1 W 3 W 7 L 6 *     D 8 L 9 

6  JENNIFER R YU                    4 L 10 L 2 W 4 D 1 W 3 L 7 *     W 5 L 8 D 9 

7  ALICE DONG                       4 D 10 L 2 L 4 D 1 L 3 *     W 6 L 5 W 8 W 9 

8  APURVA VIRKUD                    3.5 W 10 D 2 L 4 L 1 D 3 L 7 W 6 D 5 *     L 9 

9  JOANNA LIU                       3 L 10 L 2 D 4 L 1 L 3 L 7 D 6 W 5 W 8 *     

10  ANNIE WANG                       2.5 *     L 2 L 4 L 1 L 3 D 7 W 6 L 5 L 8 W 9 

2016 US Junior Girls Championship 
For additional Info:  http://relyeachess.com/subpages/tournaments.html 

 

The US Junior Girls Championship was held from June 25th to June 29th in Manchester, NH.   There 
were 10 participants in the tournament.  WFM Emily Quyhn Nguyen won the tournament with a score 
of 6.5/9.  WFM Evan  Xiang, also from Texas,  took 4th place with a score of 5.5/9.  Note: Every player 
had a bye round.   Below are the results of the tournament. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Following are the games played by WFM Emily Quyhn Nguyen. 

http://relyeachess.com/subpages/tournaments.html


 

23 

29.Bg2 Ba4 30.Rc1 Bd7 

31.Rdc2 Ba4 32.Rd2 Bd7 

33.Rdc2 Ba4 34.Rd2 ½–½ 

Feng,Maggie (2227)  [D45] 

Nguyen,Emily (1944)  

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship (2.3), 26.06.2016 

 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.e3 Nf6 

4.Nc3 e6 5.Nf3 Nbd7 

6.Qc2 Bd6 7.Bd2 0–0 8.h3 

dxc4 9.Bxc4 e5 10.0–0 Qe7 

11.Bb3 Bc7 12.Rad1 h6 

13.Nh4 exd4 14.exd4 Qd6 

15.g3 Nb6 16.Bf4 Qd7 

17.Bxh6 Qxh3 18.Qg6 Qg4 

19.Bxg7 Qxg6 20.Nxg6 

Kxg7 21.Nxf8 Kxf8 22.Kg2 

Bf5 23.Rh1 Kg7 24.Rde1 

Bd6 25.Re2 Nbd5 26.Nxd5 

Nxd5 27.Bc2 Bxc2 

28.Rxc2 Nb4 29.Rd2 Nxa2 

30.d5 c5 31.f4 Nb4 32.Kf3 

Rd8 33.g4 Be7 34.Rdh2 

Bf6 35.g5 Bd4 36.Rh7+ 

Kf8 37.g6 fxg6 38.Rxb7 

Nxd5 39.Rxa7 Bxb2 

40.Rb7 Bf6 41.Rc1 Rc8 

42.Rd7 Ne7 43.Rc4 Kf7 

44.Rd1 Ke6 45.Kg4 Bd4 

46.Ra4 Kd5 47.Re1 Rc7 

48.Ra6 c4 49.Rae6 Bc5 

50.R6e5+ Kd4 51.Rd1+ 

Kc3 52.Re2 Ba3 53.Re3+ 

Kb4 54.Rb1+ Ka4 55.Re6 

Rc6 56.Rxc6 Nxc6 57.Kg5 

Ne7 58.Kf6 c3 59.Re1 c2 

60.Kf7 c1Q 61.Rxc1 Bxc1 

62.Kxe7 Bxf4 63.Kf6 g5 

64.Kf5 Kb3 65.Kg4 Kc2 

66.Kf3 Kd3 67.Kg4 Ke2 

68.Kh3 Bd2 69.Kg4 Kf2 

70.Kh3 Kf3 71.Kh2 g4 

72.Kg1 g3 73.Kf1 g2+ 

74.Kg1 Be3+ 75.Kh2 g1Q+ 

76.Kh3 Qg3# 0–1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nguyen,Emily (1944) 

Virkud,A. (1913) [D37] 

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship (3.3), 26.06.2016 

 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 Nf6 

4.Nf3 Be7 5.Bf4 0–0 6.e3 

c5 7.dxc5 Bxc5 8.Qc2 Nc6 

9.a3 Be7 10.Rd1 Qa5 

11.Be2 a6 12.0–0 dxc4 

13.Bxc4 b5 14.Bd3 Bb7 

15.Ne4 h6 16.Nd6 Bxd6 

17.Bxd6 Rfd8 18.Bg3 

Rac8 19.Qe2 Rd7 20.Ne5 

Rd5 21.Nxc6 Bxc6 22.Bh4 

Nd7 23.Rc1 Qa4 24.Be7 

Ne5 25.Bb1 Qa5 26.Bb4 

Qb6 27.Bc3 Nc4 28.h4 

Qb7 29.b3 Nb6 30.e4 Rd7 

31.Qg4 f6 32.Qxe6+ Rf7 

33.Qf5 Nd7 34.e5 g6 

35.Qg4 Nxe5 36.Bxe5 fxe5 

37.Bxg6 Rg7 38.h5 Rf8 

39.Qe6+ Kh8 40.Rxc6 Re7 

41.Qd5 1–0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Wang,Annie (2061) [D14] 

Nguyen,Emily (1944)  

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship (4.4), 27.06.2016 

 

1.d4 d5 2.c4 c6 3.cxd5 

cxd5 4.Nc3 Nf6 5.Nf3 Nc6 

6.Bf4 Bf5 7.Qb3 Na5 

8.Qa4+ Bd7 9.Qc2 e6 

10.e3 Rc8 11.Bd3 Be7 12.0

–0 0–0 13.Ne5 Nc4 14.Qe2 

b5 15.Nxd7 Qxd7 16.b3 b4 

17.Na4 Nb6 18.Nb2 Bd6 

19.Bxd6 Qxd6 20.Ba6 Rc3 

21.Rfc1 Ne4 22.Nd1 Rc6 

23.Rxc6 Qxc6 24.f3 Nf6 

25.Nf2 Nbd7 26.e4 Nb8 

27.Bb5 Qb6 28.e5 Nfd7 

29.Rd1 Nc6 30.Bxc6 Qxc6 

31.Qd2 Qb7 32.Nd3 a5  
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33.Nf4 Rc8 34.Nh5 h6 

35.Qf2 Nf8 36.h3 Qc6 

37.Kh2 Qc2 38.Rd2 Qb1 

39.f4 Rc1 40.Ng3 h5 

41.Rb2 Qa1 42.Nxh5 Rh1+ 

43.Kg3 Qd1 44.Qe2 Qxd4 

45.Rc2 Re1 46.Qxe1 Qd3+ 

47.Kh2 Qxc2 48.Qg3 Ng6 

49.Qg5 Qe4 50.Qd8+ Kh7 

51.Qxa5 Nh4 52.Kg3 Qe1+ 

53.Kg4 Nf5 54.g3 Kg6 

55.h4 Qd1+ 56.Kh3 Qh1+ 

0–1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nguyen,Emily (1944) [A45] 

Bykovtsev,Agata (2158) 

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship(5.2), 27.06.2016 

 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 Ne4 3.Bf4 

c5 4.d5 Qa5+ 5.c3 e6 6.f3 

Nf6 7.e4 exd5 8.exd5 d6 

9.Qe2+ Be7 10.Bxd6 Nxd5 

11.Na3 Be6 12.Bxe7 Nxe7 

13.Qb5+ Nbc6 14.Qxa5 

Nxa5 15.Nb5 Kd7 16.0–0–

0+ Kc8 17.Nd6+ Kc7 18.b3 

a6 19.Ne4 c4 20.b4 Nac6 

21.Ne2 Rhd8 22.Rxd8 

Rxd8 23.Nf4 b5 24.Nxe6+ 

fxe6 25.Nc5 Kb6 26.Nxe6 

Rd6 27.Nc5 a5 28.Ne4 Rd8 

29.a3 axb4 30.axb4 Nd5 

31.g3 Ne3 32.Be2 Ne5 

33.Re1 Re8 34.Kd2 Nd5 

35.Rd1 Ra8 36.Ke1 Kc6 

37.f4 Nd7 38.Bf3 N7b6 

39.Nc5 Ra3 40.Ne6 Rxc3 

41.Nd4+ Kd7 42.Bxd5 

Nxd5 43.Nxb5 Rd3 

44.Rxd3 cxd3 45.Kd2 

Nxb4 46.Kc3 d2 47.Kxd2 

Ke6 48.Nd4+ Kf6 49.Ke3 

Nd5+ 50.Kf3 h5 51.h3 g5 

52.Ke4 Nc3+ 53.Kd3 Nd1 

54.Ke2 Nc3+ 55.Kf3 Nd5 

56.fxg5+ Kxg5 57.Ne6+ 

Kf5 58.Nf4 Nf6 59.Nxh5 

½–½ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Xiang,Evan (1806)  

Nguyen,Emily (1944) [D02] 

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship Manchester, NH 

(6.5), 28.06.2016 
 

1.d4 d5 2.Bf4 Nf6 3.Nf3 e6 

4.e3 Be7 5.h3 b6 6.c4 Bb7 

7.Nc3 0–0 8.Bd3 Nbd7 9.0–

0 Ne4 10.Qc2 f5 11.Ne5 c6 

12.f3 Nxe5 13.Bxe5 Nd6 

14.b3 Bf6 15.e4 dxc4 

16.Be2 Nf7 17.Bxf6 Qxf6  

18.Bxc4 Qxd4+ 19.Kh1 

Qf6 20.f4 Kh8 21.Rae1 

Rfe8 22.Ne2 Rad8 23.Ng3 

Nh6 24.Qe2 Qh4 25.Qe3 

c5 26.Kg1 Bc6 27.a4 Qf6 

28.Re2 Qg6 29.Rfe1 fxe4 

30.Nxe4 e5 31.Ng3 exf4 

32.Qxf4 Rf8 33.Qh4 Nf5 

34.Nxf5 Qxf5 35.Qe7 Rde8 

36.Qd6 Rxe2 37.Rxe2 Ba8 

38.Bd3 Qf1+ 39.Kh2 Rg8 

40.Qe5 h6 41.Bc4 Rf8 

42.Re4 Qb1 43.Rg4 Qh7 

44.Qe7 Rc8 45.Be6 Rb8 

46.Qxa7 Re8 47.Qf7 Rd8 

48.Rf4 Qc2 49.Qf8+ Rxf8 

50.Rxf8+ Kh7 51.Bf5+ 

Qxf5 52.Rxf5 Kg6 53.Rf8 

Bd5 54.Rb8 c4 55.Rxb6+ 

Kf5 56.Rb5 Ke6 57.Rxd5 

Kxd5 58.bxc4+ Kxc4 

59.Kg3 Kb4 60.Kg4 g6 

61.h4 Kxa4 62.h5 gxh5+ 

63.Kxh5 Kb5 64.Kxh6 Kc6 

65.g4 Kd7 66.g5 Ke8 

67.Kh7 1–0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Nguyen,Emily (1944) 

Liu,Joanna (1850) [A45] 

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship (7.1), 28.06.2016 



 

25 

1.d4 Nf6 2.Bg5 e6 3.e4 h6 

4.Bxf6 Qxf6 5.c3 d6 6.Bd3 

Nc6 7.Ne2 Bd7 8.Nd2 g5 

9.0–0 h5 10.f4 0–0–0 11.e5 

Qh6 12.b4 gxf4 13.b5 Nb8 

14.exd6 Bxd6 15.Nc4 e5 

16.Qa4 Rdg8 17.Qxa7 

Bxb5 18.Rab1 Rxg2+ 

19.Kxg2 Qg5+ 20.Ng3 

Bc6+ 21.Kf2 fxg3+ 

22.hxg3 e4 23.Nxd6+ cxd6 

24.Be2 Rg8 25.Ke1 Qxg3+ 

26.Kd2 e3+ 27.Kd1 Qg6 

28.Rb2 h4 29.Qa5 Bg2 

30.Rf4 Qe6 31.Qh5 Bc6 

32.Qxh4 Ba4+ 33.Kc1 

Rg1+ 34.Rf1 Qg6 35.Qh3+ 

Nd7 36.Qxe3 Rxf1+ 

37.Bxf1 Qe6 38.Qxe6 fxe6 

39.Bh3 e5 40.Bxd7+ Bxd7 

41.dxe5 dxe5 42.Re2 Be6 

43.Kb2 Bd5 44.Rxe5 Bc6 

45.Kb3 Kc7 46.Kb4 Kb6 

47.Re6 Kc7 48.a4 Bd5 

49.Rh6 Be4 50.a5 Bc6 

51.Kc5 Be4 52.a6 bxa6 

53.Rxa6 1–0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nguyen,Emily (1944)  

Yip,Carissa (2196) [A40] 

2016 Girls Closed Champi-

onship (8.5), 29.06.2016 
 

1.d4 g6 2.c4 Bg7 3.Nf3 Nf6 

4.Nc3 0–0 5.g3 d5 6.Bg2 c6 

7.cxd5 cxd5 8.0–0 Ne4 

9.Nxe4 dxe4 10.Ne5 f6 

11.Qb3+ e6 12.Nc4 f5 

13.Bf4 Nc6 14.e3 Rf7 

15.Nd6 Rf8 16.Rac1 g5 

17.Be5 Bxe5 18.dxe5 Qe7 

19.Qc3 Qg7 20.Nc4 b5 

21.Nb6 axb6 22.Qxc6 Bd7 

23.Qd6 Rac8 24.Rfd1 Kh8 

25.Rc7 Rxc7 26.Qxc7 Bc8 

27.Qxg7+ Kxg7 28.Rd6 b4 

29.Rxb6 Rd8 30.Bf1 Rd1 

31.Kg2 f4 32.gxf4 gxf4 

33.exf4 Rd2 34.Kg3 Rxb2 

35.Bc4 Rc2 36.Rxb4 Rc3+ 

37.Kg2 Rc2 38.Bb3 Rd2 

39.Rc4 Ba6 40.Rc2 e3 

41.Rxd2 exd2 42.Bd1 

Bb7+ 43.f3 Kg6 44.Kf2 

Bd5 45.a4 Kh5 46.Ke3 Kh4 

47.Kxd2 Kh3 48.Bc2 h5 

49.f5 exf5 50.Bxf5+ Kxh2 

51.Bd7 Kg3 52.e6 h4 53.e7 

Bf7 54.e8Q Bxe8 55.Bxe8 

h3 56.f4 Kxf4 57.a5 h2 

58.Bc6 1–0 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Q 

Dong,Alice (1953) [B81] 

Nguyen,Emily (1944) 2016 

Girls Closed Championship

(9.2), 29.06.2016 

 

1.e4 c5 2.Nf3 e6 3.d4 cxd4 

4.Nxd4 Nf6 5.Nc3 d6 6.g4 

h6 7.h3 Nc6 8.Bg2 d5 

9.exd5 Nxd5 10.Nxd5 exd5 

11.0–0 Be7 12.c3 0–0 

13.Be3 Bf6 14.Ne2 Be6 

15.f4 Qe7 16.Qd2 Rfe8 

17.Rf3 d4 18.Bxd4 Bxg4 

19.hxg4 Qxe2 20.Qxe2 

Rxe2 21.Bxf6 gxf6 22.Rf2 

Rae8 ½–½ 
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The Patzer’s Opening 
By Chess Expert Jim Hollingsworth 

The Scandinavian Defense (B01) 
Jim Hollingsworth (1800) - David Medrano (1581) 

2016 Texas State and Amateur Championship 
Fort Worth, Texas (27-30 May 2016) 

 
This game was played at the 2016 Texas 

State and Amateur Championship, where Tex-
as players like my opponent, David Medrano, 
live up to a widely held reputation that most 
Texas players are underrated.  David is a Dal-
las entrepreneur and developer as well as an 
Army Reservist.  He played recreational chess 
as a youngster and in college with friends.  He 
played his first of nearly 200 rated chess game 
only one year ago. 

 
1.e4 d5  2.exd5  The Center Counter 

(Defense). 
 
2...Nf6 Or maybe now it’s the Scandinavian 
Defense.  Whatever it's called this surprising 
opening is rarely played by Grandmasters, 
Masters, Experts, or even Club Players. In fact, 
most chess players have never played this 
with Black at all! 
 

When looking at its most popular line, 
2...Qxd5 it's easy to see this opening violates 
practically every chess opening principle.  
Chess coaches undoubtedly cringe whenever 
they see their young students continuing with 
3.Nc3 Qa5 4.Nf3 c6 5.d4 Nf6 6.Bd2 Qd8. 

 
 In the above variation Black has moved 

his Queen three times before returning her to 
her original square. By contrast White has 

three minor pieces developed and will soon 
castle. Logic says White should be able to ex-
ploit his tempo advantage into a win. But, that 
really isn't the case with the Scandinavian De-
fense. 

 
A few years ago I spent some time in 

North Carolina and played in several tourna-
ments.  A lot of players there insist on playing 
this opening as Black including USCF Original 
Life Chess Master Ron Simpson (deceased).  
After he trounced me with this opening he 
was kind enough to go over our game and 
answer my questions about the best ways for 
White to proceed.  Ron told me the best thing 
is for White is to remain calm, don't do any-
thing fancy and just play normal, solid, devel-
oping moves.  He said if you do that White will 
be fine and survive through the endgame. 

 
The next time I played the Scandinavian 

Defense was in the 29th North American 
Open, in Stillwater, against Arthur Glassman, a 
strong Class A player from New Mexico.  With 
a little luck (and Ron's words still fresh in my 
mind), I pulled off the win: 

 
1. e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qa5 4.Nf3 Nf6 
5.g3 Bg4 6.Bg2 c6 7.0-0 Nbd7 8.d4 e6 
9.Bd2 Be7 10.Ne2 Qf5 11.Nh4 Qb5 12.f3 
Bh5 13.b3 Rd8 14.c4 Qa6 15.Qc2 h6 
16.g4 g5 17.gxh5 gxh4 18.Nf4 Qb6 19.Be3 
Nf8 20.Kh1 e5 21.c5 Qc7 22.dxe5 Nd5 
23.Nxd5 Rxd5 24.f4 Rd8 25.Bh3 Rg8 
26.Rae1 Ne6 27.Qc3 Qd7 28.Bg2 h3 
29.Bf3 Qd3 30.Qxd3 Rxd3  
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31.Be4 Rc3 32.b4 Ra3 33.f5 Ng5 34.f6 Ra4 
35.Bb1 Bd8 36.Bxg5 Rxg5 37.e6 Rxb4 
38.exf7+ Kxf7 39.Bg6+ and Black resigned.   
1-0 (Hollingsworth-Glassman, 29th NAO). 

 
For those who are curious the Bronstein 

variation goes like this 1. e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 
3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 Nf6 5.Nf3 a6=. 

 
The Gubinsky-Melts variation is similar to 

the Bronstein 1. e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 
however, a6 isn't played. 
 

The Shiller-Pytel variation goes like this 
1. e4 d5 2.exd5 Qxd5 3.Nc3 Qd6 4.d4 c6 and 
is a favorite for USCF Original Life Chess 
Master Eric Schiller, author of Unorthodox 
Chess Openings, 2nd Ed. 
 
3.Nc3 
 

Interesting is 3.d4 Nxd5 4.c4 [(4.Nf3 
Bg4 5.Be2 Nc6 6.c4 Nb6 7.0-0 e6 8.Nc3! Bb4 
9.d5 Ne7 10.Qb3 a5 11.Rd12 (Taulbut-
Peters, Hastings 1978/79 Analysis in Bats-
ford Chess Openings by Raymond Keene, 
1986)] 4...Nb4 5.Qa4+ N8c6 6.d5 b5 7.cxb5 
Nd4 8.Na3 e5 9.dxe6 Bxe6 10.Be3 Qh4 
11.b6+ c6 12.b7 Rd8 13.Rd1 Bc5 14.Ne2 
Bb3 15.Rxd4 Bxa4 16.b8Q Bxd4 17.Qb7 
Nd3+ 18.Kd2 Bxe3+ White resigned. 0-1 
(Schroter-Ludwig, Correspondence, 1932). 

 
Also interesting is this line:  3.Bb5+ 

Bd7 4.Bc4 b5 5.Bb3 Bg4 6.f3 Bc8 7.Qe2 a6 
8.c4 bxc4 9.Qxc4 Qd6 10.d4 Nbd7 11.Ne2 
Nb6 12.Qc6+ Bd7 13.Qxd6 exd6 14.Nbc3 
Be7 15. 0-0 0-0 16.Be3 Bc8 17.Rac1 Bb7 
18.Bb5 Nfxd5 19.Nxd5 Bxg5 20.Nxb6 cxb6 

21.Rc7 Rab8 22.f4 Bf6 23.Rd7 Bc6 24.Rxd6 
Bb5 25.Re1 Rfd8 26.Rxd8+ Rxd8 27.Kf2 
Bxe2 28.Rxe2 Bxd4+ 29.Kf3 Bc5 1/2-1/2 
(Devico-Dorais, 1984 All Army). 

 
The Icelandic-Palme variation goes like 

this 3.c4 e6 and in Unorthodox Chess 
Openings, 2nd Ed, Eric Schiller says this is 
one of the most aggressive lines of the 
Scandinavian Defense. 

 
 3...Nxd5 4.Nxd5 Qxd5 5.Nf3 Bg4 6.Be2 
Nc6 7.0-0 e6 8.d3 Bd6 9.h3 Bxf3 10.Bxf3 
Qe5?  Probably seemed like a good idea at 
the time.  Black threatens mate at h2, but 
… 
 
11.Bxc6+!  White ignores the mate threat 
with check; forcing the doubling of the c-
pawns and a lasting strategic disadvantage 
for Black.  The mate threat is easily par-
ried upon White's next move. 
 
11…bxc6 12.g3 0-0 13.Qf3 c5 14.Rb1 g6 
15.Bh6 Rfe8 16.Rfe1 Qh8 17.b3 Qc3 
18.Kg2?? (see diagram below). 
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White's idea is seriously flawed and loses 
at least two pawns.  The mate threat at g7 dis-
appears with (18...Qxc2 19.Qf6 Bf8-+) 
 

18…Be5? 19.Qe2 Fixing the mistake. 
 

19…Bd4 20.a4 Qa5 21.Rbd1 Bc3?  Not a good 
plan for Black because it  
allows White to force a trade-off of Black's 
strong and versatile fianchettoed Bishop. 
 

22.Bd2 Bxd2 23.Qxd2 Qb6 24.Qc3 Rad8 
25.Re5 Qc6+ 26.f3 Rd5 27.Rde1 Qd7 28.Qc4 
c6 
 

If 28...Rd4? 29.Qxc5+-  
 

29.R1e2 Qd6 30.Qc3 h5 31.h4 Rb8 32.f4 Rb4 
33.Kh2 a5 34.Qe1 Kg7 35.Qc3 Kg8 
 

If 35...Qd7?? 36.Rxd5++- and if 35...Qf8?? 
36.Rxd5++- 

 

36.Qe1 Kf8 37.Qa1 Kg8 38.Qb2 Qb8 39.Qc3 
Qd6 
 

After this move my opponent, David, 
asked if I thought this was a draw by repeti-
tion of position?  I slowly replied "No!" be-
cause I had to do some calculations to give 
an honest answer.  Using a program like 
Chessbase it is easy to determine "No, but 
close." This exact position had occurred only 
once previously (after Black played 35. ..., 
Kg8).  And I was beginning to conclude this 
game would ultimately end in a draw, de-
spite a sweet target at c4. I felt David was 
playing well above his rating and it didn't 
seem likely he would make any mistakes 
(and I had already made at least one major 
one). 

40.R5e4 Rf5? Here David finally makes his 
first real mistake and places all of Black's 
Queenside pawns in jeopardy...Better is 
140...Rdd4=. 
 

41.Rc4 
 

Very bad would be ‹41.Rxb4?? cxb4 
42.Qc4 Rc5 43.Qe4 Qd5!µ and Black no longer 
has to worry about protecting any doubled c-
pawns. 

 

41...Qd5 42.Rce4 Kh7 43.Qe1 Qd8 44.Re5 Qf6 
45.Rxf5 gxf5 46.Re5! 
 

Black's Queenside pawns are ripe for 
plucking! 
 

46…Qe7 
 

There are no good moves left for Black. 
 

47.Qe3 Rd4 
 

Protecting the c-pawn at all costs. 
 

48.Rxf5 Kg6 
 

No better is 48...Rd5 49.Re5 Rxe5 
50.Qxe5 Kg6 51.Qe4+ Kh6 52.Qxc6 And the 
plucking has begun! 
 

49.Rg5+ Kh6 
 

Really bad is 49...Kf6 50.Qe5#. 
 

50.Qf3!! Rd5 
 

The Hail Mary move, but it doesn't 
work. 
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51.Qxh5#  1-0 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
So, where does the jury finally stand on 

the Scandinavian Defense? In their book, 
Chess Openings for White, Explained, Eu-
gene Perelshteyn, Roman Dzindzichavili, Al 
Lawrence, and Lev Alburt say the Scandinavi-
an Defense was called a patzer's opening in 
the early 1900's and "roundly damned" be-
cause it developed Black's Queen too quickly.  
If I were on the jury, I would pronounce it 
unorthodox yet a formidable weapon for 
Black's arsenal.  It is especially ideal for play-
ers wishing to focus their attention on only a 
few specific openings because the Scandinavi-
an Defense is rarely played and has so few 
resources to study (as opposed to the Sicilian 

Defense).  Further it forces all e4 players out 
of their favorite lines into what is often un-
charted territory for them.  That alone makes 
this “patzer’s opening” worth its weight in 
gold. 

About Jim Hollingsworth:  Jim directed his 
first tournament while in the Army at Fort Sill, 
Oklahoma in 1978.  He achieved an expert rating 
(2004) while serving in Korea in 1988 (“Once an 
expert, always an expert!” L. Evans).  He played 
in the All Army Chess Championship five times 
and made the All Army Chess Team once.  Now 
retired, he still directs chess tournaments and 
creates websites in his home.  One of his web-
sites is nominated for the annual Chess Journal-
ists of America awards (Category:  Electronic Me-
dia - Best General Chess Website).  Results will 
be announced at the 2016 U.S. open. 

Region VII Updates - Eddie Rios 
 
Hello everyone, I have not been very busy lately with a couple of 
exceptions.  First, I have submitted my name for president of 
Texas chess in the upcoming year.  I could use your support.  It 
would be my honor to represent TCA as its president. 
 

This month we have had several events and there is one at the 
end of the month.  Austin had its open, of which a few region 7 
members attended.  Then, we also had Houston Chess Festival 

hosted in? Houston!.  Coming up, end of month is the US Open 
in Indianapolis.  Still time to Sign up. 
 

Region will be Hosted in Laredo this year on Feb 11, 1017.  But, 
closer to that, we have Southwest Open in Dallas. in Sept.. Start 
reserving your rooms.  And, don’t forget National Chess Day, Oct 
8, 2016.  I will be hosting my usual, Spa Eddie open.   
 

If you have any events to announce, please send me your fliers. 
thanks and see you at the boards. 
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Upcoming Events 

August 2016 
 
Aug. 4   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz 
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6863.tla 
 

Aug. 6   North Arlington Chess Club Open #15    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6890.tla 
 

Aug. 7   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6899.tla 
 

Aug. 11   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz   
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6864.tla 
 

Aug. 12   Chess on the Square Scholastic Tournament    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6873.tla 
 

Aug. 14   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6900.tla 
 

Aug. 15-19   Bughouse Chess Camp with Neph Diaz 
Info: http://chessmastersofhouston.com/products/bug
housechesscamp-aug15th-19th-2016 
 

Aug.  15-19   Texas Tech University Summer Chess Camp 
Info: 806-742-7742, texastechchess@ttu.edu 
 

Aug. 18   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6865.tla 
  

Aug. 20-21   2016 DCC FIDE Open XI 
Info: 214-632-9000, info@dallaschess.com 
 

Aug. 21   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6901.tla 
 

Aug. 25   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6866.tla 
 

Aug. 28   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6902.tla 

September 2016 
 
Sept. 1   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz  
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 1-5   2016 North American Junior (U20)  
                   Chess Championships 
Info:  See ad. on next page. 
 

Sept. 2-5 or 3-5   82nd Annual Southwest Open 
Info: See ad. on next page. 
 

Sep. 3   One Day Scholastic Tournament 
Info: See ad. on next page. 
 

Sep. 3-5   Borderland Chess Labor Day Weekend 
Info: http://www.uschess.org/tlas/6850.tla 
 

Sept. 4   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 8   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz  
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 11   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 15   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz  
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 18   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 22   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz  
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 25   North Texas Chess Academy Sunday Swiss    
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  
 

Sept. 29   North Texas Chess Academy Thursday Blitz  
Info: info@northtexaschessacademy.com  

texaschess.org 
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Three Tournaments in one location 
Doubletree DFW Airport North, 4441 W John Carpenter Fwy, Irving, TX 75063 

Hotel Rates: $99,$99,$99,$99, 972-929-8181 reserve by 8/11 and ask for Dallas Chess Club rate. Rate includes continental 
breakfast for up to 4 people staying in room. $109 with Full Breakfast Buffet for up to two registered guests/$119 with Full 
Breakfast Buffet for up to four registered guests. Free Parking 
 

82nd Annual Southwest Open 

September 2 or 3 - 5, 2016 
7 Round Swiss - Game 90 with 30 second increment .   Open Section, Reserve Section, Novice Section.  Entry Fee: $89 if re-
ceived or online by 8/26, $99 after and at site.  $82 Junior (under 19) if received or online by 8/26, $90 after and at site. $53 
Senior (over 65)/Handicapped/additional family participant/Birthday during tournament) if received or online by 8/26, $65 
after and at site Re-Re-entry $50 (not available in Open Section). $8,950 in prizes based on 175 full entries, 75% guaranteed.. 
Texas Chess Association membership required other states association memberships accepted. Up to two ½ point byes availa-
ble if requested before end of round 2 and before any full point bye is awarded. Byes for both rounds 6 AND 7 is not permitted. 
Texas Chess Association meeting on Sunday 9/4 at 8:30 am.   Registration: Friday 9/2, 6:15 pm-7:05. Registration: Saturday 9/3, 
8 am-8:25 am. 
Round Times: 
4 day Fri 9/2 7:30, Sat 9/3 2 pm, 7:30 pm, Sun 9/4 11 am, 4:30pm, Mon 9/5 9 am, 2:30 pm.  3 day Sat 9/3 9 am.   
The 4 day and 3 day schedules merge for round 2. 
Open: Open to all. This Section is also Fide rated and uses FIDE rules. USCF rules/ratings used for awarding prizes. Players not 
at board within 60 minutes of the start of the round will forfeit game.   Reserve: Open to players rated under 2000.   Novice: 
Open to players rated under 1400 and unrated players   See web page for prizes in each section  
 

2016 North American Junior (U20) Chess Championships 

September 1-5 2016 
9 rounds using Swiss pairing system. 90 minutes per player for the whole game with the addition of 30 seconds per move from 
the first move. 2 Sections: Open and Girls. Tournament is open to players born on or after January 1st 1996. Players must be 
from USA, Mexico, Bermuda and Canada. Each National Federation may register as many players as it wishes. All participants 
(except USA players) must be endorsed by their FIDE recognized National Chess Federation. In addition, each National Federa-
tion may register one official player per category plus a Head of Delegation (HoD). Official players and HoD’s receive free lodg-
ing, breakfast, and hotel restaurant coupons for lunch and dinner.  
EVENT SCHEDULE: Arrival Day: September 1st. Player’s meeting 6 pm on 9/1. Round 1: 9/1 at 7:30 pm. Round 2: 9/2 at 1 pm. 
Round 3: 9/2 at 7:30 pm. Round 4: 9/3 at 2:00 pm. Round 5: 9/3 at 7:30 pm. Round 6: 9/4 at 11 am. Round 7: 9/4 at 4:30 pm. 
Round 8: 9/5 at 9 am. Round 9: 9/5 at 2:30 pm. Closing ceremony (attendance is Optional): 9/5 7:30 pm.  
AWARDS: The winners of the Female and Open Divisions will earn the following awards from FIDE: Gold/Clear first = 9 round 
GM or WGM norm and IM or WIM title. Equal first after tiebreaks = WIM or IM title, Silver and Bronze = 9 round WIM or IM 
norm and WFM/FM title. These awards are subject to FIDE Title regulation 1.13a. The winners, if still eligible, shall be consid-
ered official players in the North American U20 in 2017. In addition, the winners shall also have the right to participate in  the 
2017 Pan‑Am U20 as official players.  
EVENT FEES: All event fees are payable in US Dollars. Tournament Fee: Official players $100, additional players $150. Organizer 
fee: $25 for all accompanying persons. The fee for all registration received after 4 pm on 9/1 will be $180. Non Hotel Fee: $65 
for all players not staying at the host Doubletree Hotel. This tournament is FIDE rated and uses FIDE rules  
 

One Day Scholastic Tournament 
September 3 2016 

5 round Swiss System (no elimination, play all 5 rounds.) Two Sections: K-12 Championship & K-12 Under 1000 
Time Control: Rounds 1-5 G/30 d5(each player gets 30 minutes for each game) 
Open to anyone in grades K-12, USCF Membership is required. Entry Fee: $31 by 8/26, $45 after Pre-reg requires prepayment. 
Registration 9:15 - 9:45 am Round Times: Round 1 at 10:20 am, rest ASAP with small lunch break. 
Prizes: Championship Section: top 12 players, top 5 teams, Under 1000 Section: top 12 players, top 3 unrated, top 5 teams  
Medals to plus scores who do not win a trophy 

go to www.dallaschess.com for more information 



Editor, Texas Chess Association 

P.O. Box 151804 

Ft. Worth, TX  76108 

Tactics Time! 
Answer on  

page 18 

Cliff Stevens – David Gorrell 

Dallas Amateur 2000 
White to Move 


