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TCA Hall of Honor
Posted by TCA

When you support TCA by buying a membership or playing in one of our events you’re
supporting chess across the state. TCA is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization. Donations above
the cost of regular membership are fully tax deductible.
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From the Desk of the Editor
Posted by Louis Reed

Dear fellow Texas chess fans,

First and foremost, I hope that everyone is in good health and even better spirits. Second, I 
would like to thank our regular article contributors for their wonderful submissions. Hopefully 
we’ll even have an additional contributor for our next issue. We are always in the need of 
submissions so if you would like to contribute articles, annotated games, tournament results, 
or photos (with attribution information) to Texas Knights, please send your submissions to 
txknightsed@gmail.com. Third I wanted to say that I can hardly believe that I’m already 
working on my second June volume. Has it been a year already?

While I’m certain that many of us have been 
disappointed that our favorite over the board 
(OTB) tournaments have been cancelled, the 
silver lining has to be that online chess is 
seeing unprecedented growth and public 
visibility. Chess as an esport has skyrocketed in 
popularity as can be evidenced by both the 
number of new sign-ups for online chess

chess services as well as the number of mainstream media outlets like the New York Times, 
the Wall Street Journal and ESPN all providing stories about online chess happenings. Chess 
has even garnered the attention of some very popular Twitch streamers which in turn have 
brought their audiences along for the ride.

The rising popularity of online chess has even brought about swift action by both the US 
Chess Executive Board (EB) and the Ratings Committee, which co-authorized the release of 
“Online-Regular Ratings” which allows US Chess online rated chess to be played at time 
controls of 30 minutes or more. This of course brings about two questions to my mind. First, 
how long will it be before we get to play regular OTB chess again? Second, will chess be able to 
retain or perhaps even build upon its newfound popularity once mainstream sports returns? I 
suppose that only time can answer both of these questions.

Speaking of the US Chess EB, the EB election is now in progress. For eligible, registered voters, 
please be sure to send in your ballot (don’t forget the stamp). I’m not going to say that you 
should vote for Vish, but as a former president of TCA he would bring his experience and his 
Texas perspective back to the EB (he previously served a one year term). Of course, everyone 
should thoroughly research the candidates so that they can make a well informed decision.
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Finally, speaking of elections, our very own TCA election is also coming up shortly. Please be 
sure to check the TCA website for important TCA election information as well as statements 
from candidates which were submitted for publication in this edition. Well, that’s probably 
more than enough from me. Stay healthy, play chess and I hope to see you all back OTB real 
soon!

Sincerely,
Louis Reed



The US Chess Executive Board Election is now here with 
ballots being distributed June 8th. Our Texas candidate in 
this year’s election is Lakshmana Viswanath, more 
commonly known as Vish. He has served chess in our state 
for the past 20 years and has previous service time on the 
US Chess Executive Board. He understands the issues 
facing our federation and will provide a balanced and fair 
approach to decisions that must be made going forward.

Having Vish on the Board also ensures our voices in Texas are heard.  You can find his 
candidate statement on the TCA Web Site and Facebook pages.  After you vote for Vish another 
candidate you might want to consider is David Hater.  I spoke with David about why he wanted 
to serve on the EB.  His response was it’s time to give back and he actually has to earn less 
money to sit on the board if elected.  A third option is Sean Manross, he is lightning rod to be 
sure but you can’t ignore his passion to do the right things for our game.  This above all else 
comes shining through when you talk to him.  We have more votes than any other state in the 
country.  Let’s use them and get Vish elected.  Please consider all the other candidates fairly as 
you cast your ballot.

In my last column I mentioned playing in my  first online tournament.  Little did I know this 
would become the new normal for me as well as many others.  I am quite anxious for the over 
the board (OTB) events to resume and they will.  For the shorter time controls such G/5 or G/10 
on-line certainly  fills the need for competitive chess, but it does not replace the longer time 
control over the board tournament.

Every major event since State South was run has been cancelled so I ask every chess organizer 
to schedule and run an event as soon as your local and/or state municipality deems it safe.  
When you do this, you will need to consider the social distancing and other paradigms that the 
post COVID-19 era will mandate.  An excellent reference for those policies can be found in the 
2020 National Open in Las Vegas FAQ (https://chess.vegas/national-open/covid-19-player-
safety/).

Lastly, same message every issue, and this is one I take very seriously.  TCA has a HUGE 
perception problem and it’s because people don’t know or understand what we do.  Tens of 
thousands, that’s right tens of thousands of players show up and play our events that YOU 
make happen.  The players and scholastic parents know somebody did something to make it

President’s Note June 2020
Posted by Tom Crane
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happen, but there’s not much thought past that.  “We”, the Texas Chess Association provide the
organizational and execution infrastructure for chess across the State.  When you support TCA
by buying a membership or playing in one of our events, you’re supporting chess across the
state.  Please focus on the talking points when you get engaged on the value proposition of
TCA. Lastly, go play in or run an event, it’s the number one thing you can do to support chess.



The Best I Saw in Chess
Posted by Alexey Root

At the start of the U.S.
Championship in 1989, Stuart
Rachels was ranked last. With no
International Master norms, the
20-year-old amateur from
Alabama was expected to �nish
behind the other invited
competitiors, such as
Grandmasters Seirawan, Gulko,
Dzindzichashvili, de Firmian,
Benjamin, and Browne.

Instead, as the summary for The
Best I Saw in Chess: Games, Stories
and Instruction from an Alabama Prodigy Who Became U.S. Champion continues, “Rachels pulled
o� a gigantic upset and became the youngest U.S. Champion since Bobby Fischer. Three years
later he retired from competitive chess.”

The publisher’s website provides sample pages. In those, Rachels refers to Zsuzsa (Susan) 
Polgar as “cute.” There is a tradition of describing women by physical characteristics. However, 
Rachels also describes Tim Taylor as “handsome” so he assesses both women and men by 
appearance even-handedly. And he doesn’t mention looks often. More often, Rachels shares 
stories about chess players.

Although stories adds color, the boldface-font (my highlighting) part of story about 
Grandmaster Maxim Dlugy seems unfair. Rachels wrote about Dlugy and Grandmaster Roman 
Dzindzichashvili at the 1989 U.S. Championship: “While [Michael] Rohde was thinking, Dzindzi 
began walking around the tournament hall with GM Max Dlugy, chatting in Russian. Dlugy, at 
that time, was probably the world’s leading expert on the Classical Sicilian with 7…a6 and 8…h6, 
and Max’s own ethics had sometimes been called into question [boldface added].”

1989 was before Dlugy was imprisioned in Russia for embezzlement, a charge he was acquitted 
of in 2005. And since he was acquitted, where are the questionable ethics? Dlugy is a former 
World Junior Champion and, in 1990, became the youngest United States Chess Federation 
President. I have met both Rachels and Dlugy; I don’t know either of them well.

https://www.newinchess.com/en_US/the-best-i-saw-in-chess-paperback-interactive-ebook?ct=t%281244B+rachels+the+best+I+saw+in+chess+DOLLAR%29&mc_cid=f236327daf&mc_eid=%5BUNIQID%5D
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https://www.newinchess.com/media/wysiwyg/product_pdf/9097.pdf
https://en.chessbase.com/post/gm-max-dlugy-aquitted-in-9-million-embezzlement-charge
http://www.uschess.org/content/view/143/203


On the bright side, Texan and FIDE Master Keith Hayward has a game (a loss to Rachels) in this
book! Hayward has been a Texas resident since 1994, and is the only current Texas resident to
have a game in Rachels’ book. I emailed with Hayward, and 11…f6! (rather than 11…h6?) would
have led to a slight advantage to Hayward.

Hayward wrote, “The 1990 Midwest Masters was a once in a lifetime tournament for me
despite my loss to Rachels. It was a 7-round tournament. It went: R1 win against Expert
Howard Wachtel (French), R2 win against IM Michael Brooks (Bird), R3 win against IM Tim
Taylor (Bird), R4 draw against IM John Donaldson (Dutch), R5 draw against GM Leonid
Shamkovich (French), and R6 win against GM Stefan Djuric (Bird). The win against Djuric is my
all-time favorite Bird Opening Game.”

https://database.chessbase.com/


Hayward’s email continued, “I was on cloud-9 with that win over Djuric. At 5 out of 6, I was
ensured the U2400 prize, $450, which was the largest amount of money I had ever won. I also
had secured my �nal norm for the FIDE Master title. I was insanely happy! I took a two-hour
nap! For the �nal round, as you know, I was paired against Stuart Rachels. I had never heard of
him before the pairing. We were the third board on the big stage. Typical school stage, 5 or 6
feet above the gymnasium �oor. I was pumped to play this game. It was surreal standing up on
the stage overlooking the playing hall. Next table to mine was GM Maxim Dlugy versus GM
Tony Miles. I had a chance for about $4,000 with a win. Even a chance to share �rst place??!! I
could not have dreamed for more. Miles ground down Dlugy, not that unlike how Rachels
ground me down. I felt I was in good form for that �nal game. Rachels’ concept of 9 Nb3 and 11
Kf1 was completely new to me. I had no idea what to do, and I think my 11…h6?! was lame and
11…f6 had to be tried. I tried to �ght back in the middlegame but he ground me down in
beautiful boa constrictor style. Of course, I was upset, but the tournament as a whole was a
fantastic success for me. I felt I gave it my best e�ort, but he simply played better and deserved
the win. It happens ….. afterwards I learnt he had won the US championship …. it did not make
me feel better.”

For Rachels’ annotations on that Hayward game and dozens of Rachels’ other games, buy The 
Best I Saw in Chess: Games, Stories and Instruction from an Alabama Prodigy Who Became U.S. 
Champion. I got the eBook version and it is very easy to click through each game and variation. 
If, as Black, you play the Sicilian or want a weapon against the King’s Indian Attack, you will  
find many illustrative and helpful games. For beginners, the chapter on blunders and the 
Lucena position (in the Rook Endings chapter) are great places to start. An interview with IM 
Stuart Rachels, which also contains more games and stories from his book, is available on 
ChessBase.

https://database.chessbase.com/
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Captain William Davies Evans

Two Games that Changed the Chess World
Posted by Christopher Toolin

The Evans Gambit is an exciting opening that will sporadically make an appearance at the top
levels. Nearly all chess players know of this famous sequence, but what about its creator,
Captain Evans?

Captain William Davies Evans was born in 1790 in
Wales and made his �rst sacri�ce at age 14 by
joining the Royal Navy. He fought for the King in
the Napoleonic Wars in the early 19th Century
until 1815. In 1819 he became Captain of a
postal ship, ‘The Auckland’ and became
enamored with chess. His strongest opponent
was Lieutenant Harry Wilson, the two played 

many casual games which unfortunately were not recorded. In 1826 while on leave in London, 
Captain Evans played the strongest Irish player Alexander McDonnell and the unknown (in the 
chess world) Evans revealed a version of the gambit that bears his name.

Despite some inaccuracies the game is intriguing, three years later Captain Evans would again 
stun McDonnell and change Chess history forever! Pull out a chess set and climb aboard with 
Captain Evans!

Captain William Evans – Alexander McDonnell, London 1826
1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.0-0 d6 5.b4 This sacrifice takes the Bishop out of the center and 
gains time (moves) while getting the desired c3 and d4 Pawn moves in. A slight refinement of 
this idea will become known as the Evans Gambit! 5…Bxb4 6.c3 Ba5 7.d4 Bg4 8.Qb3 Qd7 A 
sensible move, my engine gives the fearless 8…Bxf3 9.Bxf7 Kf8 10.gxf3 exd4
9.Ng5 Nd8? 9…Nh6 was the only reasonable try 10.dxe5 dxe5 11.Ba3 Nh6 12.f3 Bb6+ 13.Kh1 
Bh5 14.Rd1 Qc8 15.Rxd8+? Sorry Captain, this move is too fancy, 15.Qb5 Nc6 16.Bd5 drops the 
anchor! 15…Qxd8 16.Nxf7 Qh4?? 16…Qf6 17.Qa4 c6 18.Nd6 and White has more than enough 
compensation for the exchange 17. Qb5+ 17.Bb5+ c6 18. Qe6 leads to mate one move faster 
17…c6 18.Qxe5+ Kd7 19.Qe6+ Kc7 20.Bd6#



White to Move. Mate in three.

1.e4 e5 2.Nf3 Nc6 3.Bc4 Bc5 4.b4! The
world’s introduction to what is now
known as the Evans Gambit. 4…Bxb4 5.c3
Bc5 Today 5…Ba5 and 5…Be7 have
become the best options 6.0-0 Nf6 7.d4
exd4 The awkward 7…Bd6 may have been
Black’s only option 8.cxd4 Bb6 9.e5 d5 A
thematic move still today, but White’s
initiative is too strong 10.exf6 dxc4
11.Re1+ 11.fxg7 followed by 12.Re1+ was
stronger 11…Kf8 If 11…Be6 12.fxg7 Rg8
13. d5! 12.Ba3+ Developing with a tempo
is a beautiful thing 12…Kg8 13.d5 Na5
14.Be7! I am amazed by the accuracy of

White’s play 14…Qd7 15.fxg7 Kxg7 16.Qd2 Qg4
17.Qc3+ Kg8 18.Qxh8!! Kxh8 19.Bf6+ Qg7 20.Re8#

This sparkling game sent waves throughout the Chess world. The newly christened ‘Evans 
Gambit’ was adopted by nearly all top players including La Bourdonnais, Staunton, 
Anderssen and Morphy!

If you can believe it, Captain Evans perhaps made an even 
more important invention! He created a tri-colored light for 
ships to avoid colliding at night. This light �xture is a 
precursor to modern day tra�c lights. The British 
government awarded him £1,500 (roughly $200,000 adjusted 
for in�ation) and the Czar of Russia added an extra £200 
with a gold chronometer. Captain Evans passed away in 
1872 at the age of 82, his age is wrongly given as ‘eighty

years and six months’ on his gravestone in Belgium…a most 
unfortunate blunder.

Captain William Evans – Alexander McDonnell, London 1829



Clash of the Collegiate Chess Titans – Results
Posted by TCA

By GM Bartek Macieja

On Saturday, June 13, 2020, The University of Texas Rio Grande Valley played an online chess 
match vs Kozminski University in the Clash of the Collegiate Chess Titans. After a close battle, 
the US back-to-back National Collegiate Champions defeated the current National Collegiate 
Champions of Poland.

Each team was composed of 8 students. The match was organized on chess24.com, the second 
most popular chess platform in the world, where some 3 million games are played every day. 
All games of the match can be seen on https://chess24.com/en/watch/live-tournaments/usa-
poland-collegiate-match-2020/1/1/1.

Before the match, the Rector-Elect of the Kozminski University, Prof. Grzegorz Mazurek, and the 
Associate Dean for Student Rights and Responsibilities of the University of Texas Rio Grande 
Valley, Dr. Douglas Stoves, welcomed the participants and spectators.

During the match, live commentaries were provided by Grandmaster Pascal Charbonneau 
(Chess24), Grandmaster Bartek Macieja (UTRGV) and FIDE Master Antoni Szustakowski (on 
behalf of the Polish side).

The match proved to be a successful idea. It has already over 3,500 views on YouTube: https://
youtu.be/AkNQHwmgF8Y

Eventually, after over 5 hours of battle at the world’s highest collegiate level, The University of 
Texas Rio Grande Valley won 34.5 to 28.5, proving to have one of the best collegiate teams in 
the world.

http://chess24.com/
https://chess24.com/en/watch/live-tournaments/usa-poland-collegiate-match-2020/1/1/1
https://chess24.com/en/watch/live-tournaments/usa-poland-collegiate-match-2020/1/1/1
https://youtu.be/AkNQHwmgF8Y


2020 TCA Election – Tom Crane for TCA President
Posted by TCA

First let me say I am honored to have been elected and served as your President. Since my 
election I have traveled around the State for tournaments, whether playing or directing, to 
interact with our members. What has been accomplished over the last two years?  We have 
transitioned to an online version of Texas Knights after finding a new Texas Knights Editor. The 
TCA  finances which hadn’t been audited in a substantial period now have been. The TCA 
website has undergone major structural changes improving its look and usability. The TCA 
Facebook content and frequency of updates has increased exponentially.  The By-Laws have 
undergone the updates that were several years out of date. We have a Twitter presence and 
there was online live Twitch broadcast of games from the Texas Women’s Championship with 
over 150 people watching it. The 2021 State South Scholastic was awarded to Dr. Americo 
Paredes Elementary Chess Booster Club in Brownsville. A substantial stipend was awarded to 
Je�ery Xiong for international tournament travel. Playing in these events helped Je�ery get into 
the Tata Steel Masters section this year.



What do I hope to accomplish in a second term? My number one goal is to leave the 
organization better than I found it. I have outlined my visions in my Texas Knights President's 
column and some of these have already started to become reality.  Moving forward we need 
to:

1. Continue to grow and develop groups that bid on, and run major events. One organizer has
carried the majority of the load for a long time, but they won’t be doing it forever. We need
more organizers to know if they bid on these events, they have a chance of getting the award
like the Dr. Americo Paredes group did for 2021 State South. Running these big events gains
the valuable experience necessary so TCA has experienced organizers to continue executing
professionally run tournaments.

2. Continue to foster the development of the younger cadre of TD’s that are joining the TCA
ranks. It’s humbling when you �nd out somebody actually reads what I write. In the Dr.
Americo bid they speci�cally referenced my vision to give up-and-coming Local and Senior
TD’s the big sections, even if it means we have to split up the event to do this. In the Valley I
also see the fruit of many years of scholastic chess as the young TD’s who came through
those programs are now volunteering at our TCA events. We need to continue to partner
with these young men and women and provide them the opportunity be the Chief TD at the
larger number events.

3. Continue to provide high quality content to the Texas Knights Editor. The magazine doesn’t
get content unless we send it. This seems to come in ebbs and �ows and we need to smooth
the ebbs and �ows out where it’s more consistent. One thing we can do is reach out at every
event asking the organizer to send an article and pictures to the Texas Knights Editor.
Additionally, if you contact the Texas Knights Editor, he’ll give them information so they can
populate the content themselves.

4. Improve support to adult chess, by far the drastically under-served community. At the Texas
Women’s the last two years we have seen young and mature adult women play our Royal
game. After rounds and at lunch and dinner they congregate, visit and form bonds. We need
more events that give adults the opportunity to play against adults while continuing our
support of scholastic chess which is unparalleled by anybody in the United States. How do
we support adult chess? We have to invest some money guarantying events, within reason,
like I did recently for the Texas Senior if it runs August 1-2. TCA guaranteed the organizer
$500 so he knows there’s a backstop in case the event doesn’t turn well. Given my
experience at all sizes of events guaranteeing this is very low, if any risk.

5. Increase our overall membership numbers. There have been countless meetings on how we
count and increase our membership numbers, every one of them a waste of time because
they yielded nothing. So how do you normally get a membership; play one of our
tournaments. However, if it’s not renewed it expires unless they come and play another
event and renew. This year is a boom year for expiring memberships as we had no Texas
State and Amateur and as of this writing may not have a Southwest Open, the two major



drivers of new and renewed memberships. If we had an online membership tool that sent a
reminder the likelihood of renewal increases exponentially retaining our current, and
tracking our new members as well.  This over time will increase our membership.

6. COVID-19 Social distancing protocols are not going away meaning shoehorning many
players into small spaces is not going to be acceptable when over the board events resume. 
Adapting our previous OTB tournament norms to the new norms will mean organizers must 
consider incorporation of policies such as those being used for the 2020 National Open in 
Las Vegas.  I’m not quite sure I see myself cleaning the pieces between every round, but I 
guess we’ll see. We as an organization must lead by example of what we incorporate as our 
tournament requirements when they return.

This election is about a stark contrast in leadership styles. It’s also about creating a vision that’s 
now being executed. It’s about outlining meaningful speci�cs about HOW we do the things you 
read above. It’s also about what I have done over the past 22 years HERE IN OUR STATE on a 
volunteer basis. I could, but chose not to get paid for working TCA events. It’s about showing 
up at way too many TCA events to count and actually working setting up the event, on the �oor 
the whole weekend, and tearing down the event. It’s about playing in many tournaments where 
I have sat across from you, check the MSA, you’ll see a very signi�cant contrast here as well. I 
believe our membership knows us both well and I’ll rest with whatever decision the electorate 
makes. I would appreciate your vote.



2020 TCA Election – Franc Guadalupe for TCA President
Posted by TCA

Dear Texas Chess Association Friends,

I am pleased to announce that I seek election to the O�ce of the TCA President.  I believe that I 
am uniquely qualified for that position and, if so chosen, I endeavor to work tirelessly to 
contribute to the development and support of chess in Texas.  I am a retired U.S. Army Chief 
Warrant O�cer Four (CWO4) with over 23 years of active service to this great Nation.

During the last 20 years, I have been extremely involved at local, state, national and 
international levels, in the following positions:

US Chess National Tournament Director

FIDE International Arbiter, Category A (the only USA arbiter to achieve the top arbiter 
category in FIDE)

FIDE International Organizer



Florida Chess Association President, 2004 – 2005 (Resigned position due to permanent 
relocation to Texas)

US Chess Executive Director (Interim), June 2013 – October 2013

US Chess Director of Events, June 2014 to December 2017

Former member of the US Chess Tournament Director Certification Committee (TDCC) and 
the FIDE Events Committee

FIDE Zonal President for USA, October 2010 to August 2016 and January 2019 to present

US Chess representative at FIDE Congresses in Krakow (Poland), Istanbul (Turkey), Tallinn
(Estonia), Tromso (Norway) and Abu Dhabi (UAE).  US Chess Representative accompanying 
and supporting players at International events (Durban, South Africa and Santiago, Chile).  
On behalf of US Chess and the Belize Chess Federation, traveled to Belize, Central America in 
2009 to train their chess tournament directors and organizers.

Chess Awards:

2002 and 2003 Florida Brevard County School District Award (For contributions to the 
scholastic community while organizing scholastic chess programs)

2009 US Chess Tournament Director of the Year

2018 US Chess Frank J. Marshall Award

2019 US Chess Distinguished Service Award

Chief Tournament Director, Chief Arbiter and Organizer Experience

Chief TD of many club, city, county and regional events.

Chief TD of over 40 State Championships.

Chief TD of 48 National Championships, including three U.S. Championships, one U.S. 
Women’s Championship, three U.S Open, and two SuperNationals.

Chief Arbiter of many international events, with many titled and world class players, 
including former World Champions Garry Kasparov and Veselin Topalov.

Deputy Chief Arbiter of the 2016 World Championship Match between GM Magnus Carlsen 
and GM Sergey Karjakin.

Organizer of over 35 National Championships including 14 in Texas (seven U.S. Class 
Championships, four U.S. Junior Open, two U.S. Senior Open and one National Youth Action)

As listed above, I have extensive experience dealing with players at all levels, from very young 
beginners to World Champions, and I believe in promoting the game we all love and treating all



players, without regard to age, experience or rating, with dignity and respect.  If given the 
honor to serve as TCA President, my goals, among others, are to:

Support tournament directors, organizers and Regional Directors in promoting chess 
tournaments and activities for our players,

Increase our TCA membership across the entire state,

Promote cooperation between all TCA regions, and

Assist in developing chess organizers and tournament directors in the State of Texas. 

Respectfully,

Franc
Francisco L. Guadalupe



2020 TCA Election – Jim Hollingsworth for TCA Vice President
Posted by TCA

My Friends, I am pleased to announce I seek the O�ce of TCA Vice President and humbly ask 
for your vote. Chess has been good to me and the time has come for me to reciprocate. I am a 
US Chess Life Member with over fifty years of Chess Life magazines, in five stacks (one per 
decade), on bookshelves in my bedroom.

Yes, I’ve read them all.

Once elected, my demonstrated leadership, management ability, and business analyst skills 
will serve our Association well. I am a team player with extensive sta� experience. My goals are 
to increase TCA membership and fundraising.

Selected achievements.

US Chess Life Member.



Local Tournament Director.

Selected for and played in five Army Chess Championships.

Army Chess Team member (1989).

Texas Armed Forces Chess Champion (2018).

Fort Bragg Chess Champion (2007, co-Champion in 2006).

Chess website creator/administrator.

TCA Fundraising Chair (raised over $10K since 2017).

TCA Facebook Administrator (“TCA Facebook Guy” 2017 to 2020).

Increased number of TCA Chess Clubs from 2 to 19 in less than two months. 

Organizer, Texas Women’s Chess Championship (2018, 2019).

Organizer, Texas Armed Forces Open Chess Championship (2017, 2018).

Organizer/Chief TD Fort Worth Veterans Chess Championship (2017, 2018, 2019, 2020) 

Co-Founder, Red River Shoot Out (RRSO) (Organizer and Chief TD many times). 

President, Texas Armed Forces Chess, a 501(c)(19) charity.

Chess Instructor, Fort Worth Veterans Chess Club.

Make a good move. Vote Jim 4 VP.

Go TCA!



2020 TCA Election – Forrest Marler for TCA Vice President
Posted by TCA

Hello, I’m Forrest Marler and I’m running for re-election as TCA Vice-President. Over the past 25 
years, I have served approximately 12 years as Vice-President, as well as TCA Secretary, 
Director of Region V, and board member and past chairman of the TCA Scholastic Committee. I 
have also served on several USCF Committees.

I am a Senior TD having directed well over 200 tournaments since the early 1980’s. I founded 
the Huntsville Chess Club and the Temple Chess Club and am a Life Member of both TCA and 
USCF. I started the Texas Women’s Championship, and along with the late Larry Young, I 
helped create the very popular and successful Regional Scholastic Championships.

I would appreciate your vote, so I may continue to serve the great chess players and programs 
here in Texas.



2020 TCA Election – Renate Garcia for TCA Secretary
Posted by TCA

In di�cult times like this, there are things we can control and things we can not.  One thing we 
can control is our priorities. Another is our ability to vote to empower the Texas Chess 
Association to better serve all chess players in our state. I am the Regional Director for Region 
4 and I am running to retain my position as TCA Secretary. My passion is chess.  Please allow 
me to continue to serve you and helping TCA run smoothly and ethically.

Chess is not just a game. It is an important and fun activity. My family and I �rst joined TCA 
back in 2015 as family patron members.  Since then we have attended many events and 
helped contribute to its growth. Not long after, I was appointed as Scholastic Representative 
and still hold this position today. Because I have attended many TCA meetings, I know how 
business is and should be conducted. Having a voice as a member is very important. Learning 
what you are voting on is also important, so a free �ow of information is important too.  Like 
many of you, I am an independent thinker. People like us don’t like being in the dark. We need 
all the information on issues before making a move on an issue or across the board at play.



I am a tournament director and also the founder and president of the Crusader Chess Club of 
El Paso.  Our club hosts events at various locations including several Public Library Branches 
every week. Seeing chess grow and being part of it is very fulfilling. Our “Tournament Library 
Series” of events that provides free and low-cost options to ensure chess enthusiasts have 
both rated and non-rated events. Coaching at Vista Hills Crusader Chess Club at Vista Hills 
Elementary School for several years helped me grow my skill.  I became a US Chess Certified 
Club Tournament Director to support this growth.  I have also recruited and helped others to 
become more skillful TDs.

My next step was to become an even better organizer.  I established and organized the 
Crusader Chess National Chess Day tournaments and The Annual All Girls/ Women’s 
Tournament, among many other annual and monthly tournaments.

I strongly support Scholastic, Girls, Women’s, and Veteran’s Chess. We still don’t have enough 
girls playing chess in Texas.  Together we can work hard to change that.  Together we can raise 
awareness, support, and money for events and prizes painlessly.  I am an experienced 
fundraiser. I raised funds for the 2019 Women’s Chess Championship as well as organizing it.  I 
support other organizers as well.  I played in the 2019 Women’s Texas Chess Championship 
and hope other women and girls can have that amazing experience.

Veterans need more chess events too.  I established the Annual Veterans Championship of El 
Paso, which has seen substantial growth in our area.  I developed strategic planning and 
leadership skill by being a family support member for FRG (Family Readiness Group) with my 
husband’s military unit in Arizona and Texas. My volunteerism and leadership earned me 
recognition from the Governor of Arizona. I received the Molly Pitcher Service Award for my 
service. I continue to organize and run chess tournaments and simuls for Veterans Chess in the 
El Paso Area, including Fort Bliss. HOOAH!

If chess is to grow in Texas, we need to get more children playing chess.  It all starts with 
coaches who know how to reach and teach kids. Parents play a big role in supporting and 
encouraging their kids to play as well. Teaching is a joy to me.  Scholastic chess is not just for 
the few, the rich, or the smart.  It’s a tool for building sportsmanship and sharp thinking for all 
kids and having friends that turn into family.  Our club is pro bono. We don’t charge for it. We 
include and accommodate players of all abilities.

I have served as PEN (Project of Texas Parent) leader serving parents of children with 
disabilities by helping them understand their rights and responsibilities under IDEA law. I also 
serve as host for the Sensory Processing Disorder Support Group of El Paso. This involved 
facilitating meetings for caregivers.  I was the Event Coordinator for “Fine Arts are Sensational, 
One Step at a time.” This event brought together the medical and the Fine Arts programs 
including music and dance. I also organized a provider expo to benefit the Sensory Research for 
Star Center Institute for Sensory Processing. This is one of the reasons I have served as the



US Chess Consultant for the Accessibility, and Special Circumstances Committee of US Chess 
on the Sensory Processing issues in children.

The way to help all players, no matter their gifts or challenges, is to make them feel more 
comfortable at tournaments or large events. There is always more work to be done.  Please 
allow me to continue to serve you as your Secretary. I humbly ask for your support and your 
vote.

Yours in chess,
Renate Garcia, Incumbent and Candidate for Secretary of the Texas Chess Association

**Please consider joining or renewing your membership to have your vote count in this year’s 
election by July 1.



2020 TCA Election – Sheryl Mc Broom for TCA Secretary
Posted by TCA

Dear Texas Chess Association Members,

I am running for TCA Secretary and ask for your vote.

My professional experience, volunteer background, and education make me well qualified and 
suited to be TCA Secretary. One of the TCA Secretary’s most important responsibilities is 
attending TCA business meetings and processing the minutes expeditiously in order for the 
Bylaws Committee to quickly update amendments and additions to the guidelines. This allows 
our Association to operate e�ciently, fairly, progressively, and most importantly, to fully 
represent Texas Chess Association Members such as yourself.  In the past 4 YEARS AND 10 
MONTHS many decisions have been made by TCA Leadership and/or yourself, as “General 
Members”.  None of these decisions can go into e�ect until those business meeting minutes 
are transcribed. It will take a lot of work to ‘catch up’ on all of the business meeting minutes 
since August 30, 2015.  I am qualified, and willing, to bring TCA minutes ‘up to date’ and, If



elected, I will ensure that business meeting minutes are timely so that the Bylaws are current 
in accordance with the most recent board meetings.

Education

Bachelor of Arts in Business Management (California State University)

Associate of Arts degree in Business (Bakersfield Community College)

Paralegal License (California State University)

Executive Secretarial Program (Spokane Community College)

Airframe & Powerplant Mechanic ( 2 years) (Sacramento City College/Alabama Aviation & 
Technical College))

Federal Aviation Administration Licensed Airframe & Powerplant Mechanic (9 government 
exams)

Bachelor of Arts degree in Art (Photography and Painting) – Presently in 3rd year (University 
of Texas at Arlington)

Professional Experience

US Air Force Veteran (14 + yrs)

Aircraft Guidance and Control System Specialist (US Air Force)

Airframe & Powerplant Mechanic (Various Civilian Companies) 

Procurement (Lockheed Martin MILSTAR Program)

Residential/Commercial/Industrial Electrician (US Air Force)

Residential/Commercial/Industrial Electrician (Various Civilian Companies) 

Paralegal

Executive Secretary

H&R Block Tax Preparer

Volunteer Experience

Member, CLASP Animal rescue group (10 years)

Legionnaire, American Legion Post 581 (7 years)

American Legion Rider, American Legion Post 379 (2 years)



Vice President, Texas Armed Forces Chess, a subordinate element of American Legion Post 
379, a 501(C)(19) charity organization (2 years)

Executive O�cer, 2021 US Armed Forces Open Chess Championship (since 2019) 

Member, Texas Military Chess Team

Member, Texas Chess Team

Texas Chess Team Captain, RRSO XVIIISS (18-1/2 in Roman Numerals, an online tournament 
replacing RRSO XVIII that was cancelled due to COVID-19)

Member, Tarrant “Butchers” Chess Team

Texas Armed Forces Student Chess Champion (2018)

Member, Sunrise Rotary Club

Chess Photographer

Owner of Artists Students Sales business



Top Texas Players for June
Posted by TCA

Overall
5 Xiong, Je�ery (13648621) 2786

24 Li, Ruifeng (13768313) 2637

54 Hernandez, Holden (15169615) 2545

=56 Fernandez, Daniel (20058682) 2543

60 Wang, Justin (14930904) 2540

Top Women
8 Nguyen, Emily Quynh (13942431) 2348

31 Li, Rachael (15452300) 2190

49 Yellamraju, Ambica (15105036) 2092

52 Nguyen, Anh Nhu (13942081) 2075

70 Munoz, Claudia Elizabeth (13481236) 2019

73 Root, Alexey Wilhelmina (10374651) 2000

=96 Yellamraju, Aparna (15105042) 1941

Top Age 65 and Over
4 Bradford, Joseph Mark (10378583) 2444

=40 Hulse, Brian (10078644) 2200

=40 Simms, Gary (10403227) 2200

71 Malazarte, Ernesto L (13517950) 2133

Top Age 50 and Over
25 Bradford, Joseph Mark (10378583) 2444

80 Feinstein, Michael (12026920) 2247

=90 Land, Chris K (12449564) 2233



Top Under Age 21
1 Xiong, Je�ery (13648621) 2786

5 Li, Ruifeng (13768313) 2637

14 Wang, Justin (14930904) 2540

66 Liu, Bovey (13862594) 2353

70 Nguyen, Emily Quynh (13942431) 2348

74 Lin, Dachey (13147854) 2339

75 Vivekananthan, Anish (14709825) 2338

77 He, Tommy (13354250) 2333

95 Vaidya, Atulya (13252537) 2306

Top Age 18
2 Li, Ruifeng (13768313) 2637

13 Liu, Bovey (13862594) 2353

29 Kirumaki, Ronit A (14860268) 2203

32 Hullahalli, Adarsh (15213358) 2193

35 Eliezer, Segev (14001536) 2186

39 Mohammadi, Sina (14116846) 2163

53 Palang, Warren Jesse (14236063) 2089

58 Blakeman, Cole (14130588) 2065

61 Rose, Samuel Edward (15193773) 2050

63 Dammann, Jorn (14160745) 2044

73 Krishnan, Aadarsh (13662666) 2005

76 Srivatsav, Aadarsh (14822666) 1985

81 Sonawane, Atharv (14932640) 1961

88 Fernandes, Nathaniel (13808023) 1945

Top Age 17
8 Nguyen, Emily Quynh (13942431) 2348

29 Buergler, Jacob (13807888) 2161

41 Liu, Kevin (14737573) 2097



48 Huo, Rannon (14469403) 2080

52 Ganesh, Anirudh (14480784) 2057

=55 Fan, William G (14502963) 2052

=82 Frutos, Chase (14296461) 1971

93 Tsuei, Kai (14590093) 1940

99 Wang, Jason (14930890) 1922

Top Age 16
11 Vivekananthan, Anish (14709825) 2338

20 Gu, Brian Fanyuan (14100620) 2211

45 Niu, Baron T (14701436) 2098

46 Mao, Andrew Sun-Rong (14290440) 2096

48 Ganthapodi, Maanav S (14060533) 2091

=63 Chikkodi, Nitin (15437455) 2050

70 Hawthorn, Charles (14435718) 2018

73 Peng, Peter (14604658) 2012

79 De Leon, Carlos D (14987180) 1995

Top Age 15
1 Wang, Justin (14930904) 2540

14 Metpally, Jason (14442338) 2285

=54 Yellamraju, Ambica (15105036) 2092

57 Vaidya, Atreya (14280422) 2089

60 Nguyen, Anh Nhu (13942081) 2075

61 Zhu, Harvey (14456124) 2074

75 Hawthorn, Henry (14435724) 2035

80 Yeung, Wesley (15082053) 2015

82 Walmer, Benjamin (15768363) 2013

=87 Zheng, Peter (15075977) 2005

90 Rajaram, Rudransh (14548776) 1993

98 Dai, George (14854945) 1974



Top Age 14
9 Oberoi, Shelev (14961028) 2262

15 Rorrer, Grayson (16027820) 2216

21 Gundam, Rohit (14908373) 2190

36 Trakru, Rohun (14723608) 2096

40 Kumarappan, Ganesh (14920281) 2079

66 Tang, Andrew (14554791) 1997

=74 Wang, Eric (16054134) 1982

76 Deviprasath, Sharvesh (14761270) 1977

91 Pathak, Dhruv (15270590) 1930

Top Age 13
23 Polavaram, Rithik Sai (14621150) 2157

71 Ahmed, Kabir (15189693) 1928

88 Welsh, Vinh (15486805) 1877

Top Age 12
20 Friedman, Andrew Charles (15582135) 2024

23 Gardezi, Arsal (15924106) 2009

46 Capocyan, John Patrick (15015302) 1927

47 Pathak, Rudransh (15361216) 1921

64 Zhang, Andrew H (15271786) 1879

=64 Wang, Kalia Yuke (15495443) 1879

93 Feng, Travis (15949938) 1803

Top Age 11
7 Sheehan, Ethan (15799078) 2149

9 Kunka, Harshid (15430006) 2123

12 Gutla, Aryan (15649846) 2080

28 Nandhakumar, Vaseegaran (15816768) 1950

41 Melillo, Lucius Fox (15570195) 1881



60 Wang, Ethan Yizhe (15429681) 1802

72 Raghuraja, Sri Avishkar (15309935) 1776

83 Zhang, Eric J (16995898) 1759

Top Age 10
1 Chen, Ryo Wenyu (16914802) 2216

4 Li, Rachael (15452300) 2190

5 Woodward, Andy Austin (16302012) 2158

23 Liu, Eric Chang (16650666) 1944

32 Nair, Ajitesh (15930555) 1868

66 Hiwale, Ronak (15548138) 1696

75 Qin, Samuel (16123997) 1666

91 Membrila, Gael (15850922) 1624

Top Age 9
14 Zhang, Sunny (15903555) 1755

36 He, Justin Shandong (16464792) 1600

41 Meng, Joshua (16485720) 1587

50 Sunil, Arush (16427438) 1565

52 Srinivas, Deeptha (16688348) 1555

=57 Liu, Nathan Chang (16650672) 1534

60 Zafar, Faris (16646544) 1525

81 Shivam, Zephan James (16004042) 1481

88 Wei, Colin (16614580) 1453

93 Lopez, Abram Matias (15939947) 1435

Top Age 8
6 Wang, Kyle Yiwen (16586700) 1711

17 Wu, Andrew (16967853) 1561

18 Qi, Hengtai (16733242) 1553

23 Yang, Daniel (16464806) 1507

24 Ramachandran, Advait (16764382) 1506



27 Pendse, Vihaan (16802540) 1470

=28 Shu, Bruce (16929407) 1456

31 Konstantakos, Christos (17130487) 1447

40 Bhangale, Likhit Vijay (16764726) 1394

63 Pulavarty, Vrishank Venkata (16820567) 1291

65 Petukhov, Arthur (16615802) 1287

66 Gonzalez, Addison (16587594) 1280

=67 Karabulut, Onur (16862650) 1279

71 Tucker, Gavin Wayne (16420806) 1266

Top Age 7 and Under
7 Kandikayala, Srikar (16803213) 1389

13 Tendulkar, Ojas (16963734) 1299

19 Wu, Zekai Bryson (17092643) 1260

22 Chen, Wenqiao (16931696) 1239

34 Ganesan, Vikash (16427685) 1132

43 Srinivas, Kruthagna (16958336) 1086

69 Garza, Edgar (16880086) 1019

70 Bitoon, Jarl Reyhan Lee (16319996) 1015

=72 Contreras, Mckenzie (16799284) 1005

Top Women Age 65 and Over
20 Hardesty, Brenda T (12662345) 1202

Top Women Age 50 and Over
4 Root, Alexey Wilhelmina (10374651) 2000

50 Kneen, Melanie (14214440) 1212

51 Hardesty, Brenda T (12662345) 1202

Top Girls Under 21
5 Nguyen, Emily Quynh (13942431) 2348



18 Li, Rachael (15452300) 2190

30 Yellamraju, Ambica (15105036) 2092

33 Nguyen, Anh Nhu (13942081) 2075

=70 Yellamraju, Aparna (15105042) 1941

76 Qureshi, Sadia (14024572) 1922

91 Wang, Kalia Yuke (15495443) 1879

Top Girls Age 18
12 Bao, Yuliang Eunice (14037652) 1692

22 Tovias, Lauren (15389620) 1305

23 Oliveira, Lauren Ryleigh (14317248) 1255

25 Solis, Gabriela (14270191) 1230

29 Flores, Victoria (13775545) 1143

35 Delgado, Victoria E (13795821) 945

43 Huynh, Jade (16265941) 581

Top Girls Age 17
2 Nguyen, Emily Quynh (13942431) 2348

16 Cheng, Angela (14749252) 1749

21 Zhou, Julia (14776267) 1618

32 Murgulet, Ioana (14534577) 1455

39 Ravichandar, Shreya (15454292) 1310

42 Bautista, Ilse (14830728) 1256

43 Vasquez, Angelica (14007117) 1247

44 Flowers, Ava (15638255) 1207

58 Herrera, Alexandra (14103793) 1015

63 Yarrington, Silvana V (15520625) 875

68 Alcantara, Korina (14270205) 769

71 Cole, Katriel (15038986) 748

73 Pena, Kristie (14864090) 709

Top Girls Age 16



25 Perera, Dimanthi (15472681) 1497

27 Basepogu, Sharon (16109156) 1480

35 Manohar, Riya (15144924) 1358

37 Reistle, Jane (15444033) 1275

38 Martinez, Margarita N (14657542) 1267

42 Garcia, Emily Alexis (14273535) 1241

43 Melgarejo, Fernanda (14499190) 1238

45 Salinas, Brianna (14263303) 1217

52 Thompson, Sarah (16973746) 1173

54 Ramprakash, Adhithi (16191281) 1166

58 Chaudhary, Shreya (15745271) 1127

63 Mata, Liberty Elizabeth (17100528) 1056

71 Garcia, Aracely E (14025156) 905

74 Trevino, Rianna R (15930178) 855

80 Dixie, Soleil Jozlyn (15083804) 755

Top Girls Age 15
5 Yellamraju, Ambica (15105036) 2092

6 Nguyen, Anh Nhu (13942081) 2075

11 Yellamraju, Aparna (15105042) 1941

64 Basepogu, Sarah (16174052) 1392

74 Gunukula, Renee (15178886) 1305

78 Hernandez, Madelyn (15050888) 1288

96 Spicer, Mcmillin Victoria (16361580) 1146

98 Castillo, Isabella Deanda (14577401) 1102

Top Girls Age 14
=21 Furman, Jessica (15027828) 1650

37 Naidu, Suchitra (15042647) 1518

41 Padilla, Karlee (15050825) 1487

49 Hernandez, Sarah (15464318) 1378

56 Aggarwal, Manika (14905498) 1325



68 Balderas, Ana Luisa (14480475) 1237

70 Athila, Akshaya (15914204) 1232

87 Trowbridge, Auria (15838768) 1132

=88 Davila, Deborah Haddasah (15898967) 1127

92 Mallick, Lipika (16785738) 1123

94 Lucero, Amalie (15955905) 1118

95 Iyer, Madhalasa (15713452) 1116

98 Parvathaneni, Voshita (15181188) 1095

Top Girls Age 13
32 Vasquez, Izabel (14986976) 1489

49 Shivam, Annika Elizabeth (15553061) 1343

57 Solis, Natalie (15065656) 1303

58 Cardin, Maddie (16095710) 1295

64 Asthigiri, Lakshana (16859902) 1242

77 Thornhill, Eowyn (16269876) 1173

83 Nitturi, Rajni (15588094) 1136

86 Zhang, Taylor Chengyue (15506878) 1116

88 Pilla, Ananya Valli (14998655) 1101

94 Hunt, Vivian (16818897) 1047

95 Deleon, Christina Marie (15378326) 1046

Top Girls Age 12
4 Wang, Kalia Yuke (15495443) 1879

18 Ham, Emily (15901831) 1643

25 Reddy, Tanvi Chinthagunta (15071288) 1546

30 Uviedo, Violette (15529521) 1500

34 Hwang, Alexis (15326641) 1467

42 Pande, Nayonika (16097936) 1404

49 Mehta, Tanisi (16111376) 1362

52 Sun, Yimeng Jenny (16513258) 1323

57 Seals, Ayre Allbritton (16119346) 1300



=58 Holmes, Natalie Faith (15920977) 1298

78 Gomez, Frida Mariela (15236566) 1203

80 Zhao, Lindsey (16422830) 1196

86 Nair, Pallavi (15358020) 1159

91 Pradeepkumar, Kalki (16240591) 1126

Top Girls Age 11
24 Akella, Sravya Suparna (15971184) 1530

32 Sharan, Neha (16244002) 1453

60 Zhu, Suri (16405046) 1273

61 John, Natalie Michelle (15788696) 1260

62 Cruz, Vivica Renee (15529281) 1258

65 Wang, Grace (16390874) 1239

69 Laskaris, Evie (16110744) 1201

73 John, Ashley Danniel (15788675) 1182

84 Caldera, Sophia (15824328) 1144

85 Kirumaki, Shreya A (15557640) 1128

89 Milova, Vladislava (15868417) 1115

99 Varma, Tanishi (16394972) 1068

Top Girls Age 10
2 Li, Rachael (15452300) 2190

30 Hosur, Sanmita (16249172) 1347

34 Shankar, Aashritha Vidhya (16754301) 1301

47 Contreras, Rosario Nayeli (15940380) 1171

55 Prasath, Bhavishya (16904434) 1127

60 Lu, Stephanie (16813314) 1103

=61 Ku, Chloe (16364820) 1101

64 Krishnan, Mihika (16596204) 1094

68 Gomez, Nelly D (15546037) 1066

69 Cruz, Zeniahda (16578591) 1065

85 Li, Xinyi (16547796) 1011



90 Saldivar, Karolina A (15824548) 997

94 Garcia, Karina V (15920350) 979

Top Girls Age 9
3 Zhang, Sunny (15903555) 1755

6 Srinivas, Deeptha (16688348) 1555

14 Raghuraja, Sri Yashvi (15714811) 1328

27 Zhao, Yvonne Y (16465046) 1227

34 Kommuri, Sahithi (17064153) 1112

37 Wang, Crystal (16153233) 1092

39 Song, Joyce (16240543) 1082

=42 Vijayaraghava, Aditi (16934847) 1077

53 Mista, Wiktoria (16806041) 1020

73 Satyanarayanan, Aarushi (16334642) 905

74 Liguez, Emma (15929804) 888

75 Milova, Elizaveta S (16189480) 886

82 Laboriante, Jie (16505504) 863

87 Cortez, Emma Sophia (16484361) 845

95 Rodriguez, Naissa (16111643) 825

99 Lopez, Celeste Catalina (15906712) 814

100 Loredo, Isabellah (16291308) 806

Top Girls Age 8
3 Zhang, Sunny (15903555) 1755

6 Srinivas, Deeptha (16688348) 1555

14 Raghuraja, Sri Yashvi (15714811) 1328

27 Zhao, Yvonne Y (16465046) 1227

34 Kommuri, Sahithi (17064153) 1112

37 Wang, Crystal (16153233) 1092

39 Song, Joyce (16240543) 1082

=42 Vijayaraghava, Aditi (16934847) 1077

53 Mista, Wiktoria (16806041) 1020



73 Satyanarayanan, Aarushi (16334642) 905

74 Liguez, Emma (15929804) 888

75 Milova, Elizaveta S (16189480) 886

82 Laboriante, Jie (16505504) 863

87 Cortez, Emma Sophia (16484361) 845

95 Rodriguez, Naissa (16111643) 825

99 Lopez, Celeste Catalina (15906712) 814

100 Loredo, Isabellah (16291308) 806

Top Girls Age 7 and Under
6 Srinivas, Kruthagna (16958336) 1086

13 Contreras, Mckenzie (16799284) 1005

17 Senapati, Avni (16783067) 934

21 Ramirez, Mia L (16804793) 862

22 Ordorica, Maria Alexandra (16576588) 861

29 Smith, Magdaly Janiah (16786010) 786

30 Vargas, Valerie (16819748) 751

37 Garza, Aveli M (16805053) 713

41 Lucio, Sophia Camila (17167228) 697

42 Parame, Frances Jamie (16775616) 695

43 Hernandez, Suri X (16583894) 694

48 Roefer, Riley Annalyn (16852585) 662

51 Lu, Andie (16454622) 656

54 Gonzalez, Kimberly Ryanne (17090893) 626

58 Valdez, Arianna Nickole (17147430) 613

62 Hu, Avery (16747242) 589

77 Garcia, Yadilu M (16819712) 539

78 Balci, Ayla (16876493) 536

=79 Vivek, Aadhya (16816864) 534

92 Mendoza, Rosabel Paloma (17130356) 498
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