









































Probably stronger is 25.Radl.

[25.Rael Rxel 26.Rxel Qc8 27.
Kh2!]25...Qd6+ 26.Bf4 Be5?

Getting carried away trying to
win. 26...0c5 leaves it up to White
to avoid a repetition.
27.Kf3?

Back in business! After 27.Rael
Black is pretty close to lost.

27 Rael b5 28.RxeS Rxe5 29.
Bxe5 QOxe5S+ 30.0f4 Re8 31.Qxe5
Rxe5 32.Kf4 gives White what ap-
pears to be a winning ending.
27...Bxf4 28.Qxf4 Bxd5+

All of the sudden, Black is a lit-
tle better. Both kings are exposed,
but White’s is a little more so.
29.Nxd5 Qxd5+ 30.Kf2 Qc5+ 31.
Kf1 Re6?!

Add one more to the long list of
mistakes occurring right after time
control. With 31...Re5! Black has
the advantage: 32.Rg5 (32.Qh6+
Ke7 33.Rg5 Rf5+ 34.Rxf5 Qxf5+
35.Ke2 Qgd+-/+) 32..Rxg5 33.hxg5
Qxc2 =/+ [or 33.0xg5 Oxg5 34.hxg5
Ra5 and Black emerges a pawn up.]
32.Rg5!

Now whose king is more ex-
posed?
32...Qe7

32...Qxc2 is scary but playable:
33.Qb4+ Re7 34.Rel Rae8 35.RgeS
Qg6 =.
33.Qb4

White turned down a draw offer
to play this move. This is the con-
tinuation I was most concerned
about, but it doesn’t appear that it
offers White anything significant.
33...Rf6+!

Forcing White’s king to an un-
fortunate square.
34.Kg2 Qxb4 35.axb4 Rg6 =

A cleaner way to draw is 35...
Re8!? 36.Rxh5 Re2+ 37.Kg3 (37.
Kgl Rxc2 38.Rxa4 Rf4 =/+) 37...
Re3+ 38.Kg4 Red+ 39.Kg3 = (39.
Kg5? Ref4-+) What’s odd is that I
distinctly remember looking at 35...
Rads, but not 35...Rae8. Such are the
vagaries of a chess player's thinking.

36.Rxg6 fxgé 37.Kf3 Kf7

Again, Black has an easier con-
tinuation: 37...b5!? 38.Ke4 Rc8 =.
38.c4 bS!?

It’s a little frightening to allow
White a passed pawn, but Black
needs to free up the rook for active
duty.
39.c5

39.cxbS Rb8 40.Rxa4 RxbS 41.
Ked g5 42.hxg5 Rxg5 43.Kf4 RbS

39...Ke6 40.Ked4 Kd7

I was in a hurry to get the king
to the queenside, but really the rook
should be activated first. Better is
40...Re8 41.Rd1 Kfo+ 42.Kf3 Rf8 =,
or40..Rg841.Rgl Kd742.Rf1 g5 =.
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41.Rd1+

White’s last chance to put any
pressure at all on the position was
41.Rf1, after which Black’s best is
probably 41...a3!? 42.bxa3 Rxa3 43.
Rf4 Rb3 44.Kd5 Rd3+ 45.Rd4 Rc3
and Black should be able to hold the
draw. [Or 41..Ke6 42.Rd1 Rf8 43.
Rd6+ Ke7 44 Rxg6 Rf2 45 Rb6 Rxb2
46.Rxb5 a3 47 Ke5 a2 48.RaS Rxb4
49 .Rxa2 Rxh4 S0.Ra7+ KdS8 =.]
41..Kc7 42.Rd6 Re8+ 43.Kd3 Rf8
44.Ke3 Re8+ 45.Kd3 Draw

There were some onlookers who
thought that White should have
played on here, but there is abso-
lutely nothing in the position for
White. And if he tries too stub-
bornly to win, he can easily be re-
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warded with aloss, e.g.,45.Kd3 Rf8
46.Ke4 Re8+ 47.KdS Re2 48.Rc6+
Kd7 49.Rxg6 Rd2+! 50.Ke5 Rxb2
51.Rg5? (51.Rg7+ Kc6 =) Sl...
Rxb4-+; or 46.Rxg6? 46..Rf4 47.
Rh6 Rxh4 and it is White who has
to fight for the draw.

Notes by NM Drew Sarkisian

QGD Slav D31
John Hendrick 2115
Stephen Kattner 1794

Texas Open 2002 (4

1.d4 dS 2.c4 e6 3.Nc3 c6 4.Nf3
dxc4 5.g3 Nd7

5...b5 6.Bg2 Bb7 7.0-0 Nd7 8.e4
Ngf6 9.5 Nd5 10.Ng5 =/ NCO.
6.Bg2 Bb4

Normal is 6...Ngf6.

7.0-0 Ne7 8.Qc2 b5 9.Rd1 Bb7 10.
Nd2 Qb6 11.b3

Playing for traps.
11...Bxc3

Not 11...Qxd4 12.Nde4 Qb6 13.
a3 #; 11..Nf5! 12.e3 ¢S5 13.dxcS
Nxc5 14.bxc4 Bxg2 15.Kxg2 Qc6+
16.Kgl bxc4 17.Nxc4 Rc8 looks
okay for Black.
12.Qxc3 Nd5 13.Qc2 c3 14.Ned
b4?

Black is tempted by the prospect
of having an extra protected passed
pawn on c3. Instead, the game’s
about equal after 14...c5!? 15.dxc5
Nxc5 16.Nxc3 Nb4.
15.Nd6+ Ke7 16.Nc4 Qd8 17.e4
N5f6 18.Bf4 Ne8
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