





TCA gains nonprofit exemption from IRS

For those of you who were not present at the Texas Team Championship, I am
repeating the announcement that I made there. TCA has recently been granted tax exempt
status under the Internal Revenue Code of 1986, Section 501(c)(3). This status has two
implications for TCA and chess in Texas. First, TCA will not be required to pay income tax.
Second, and more importantly, members (and non-members) of TCA will be able to make
contributions to TCA and declare them as a deduction on their personal income tax returns as
a donation to an educational organization. I am currently investigating whether dues may be
deducted (probably not), but for those members who routinely seek out organizations for
charitable deductions at the end of the year, put TCA at the top of your list!

Several people were involved in the effort to get TCA tax exempt status. However, I
believe that the lion’s share of credit for this extraordinary achievement belongs to current
Texas Knights editor Selby Anderson. Selby was the person who took it upon himself to keep
in contact with TCA’s tax lawyer Patsy Cheyney and the Internal Revenue Service office in
Dallas, and who continued to send the IRS information after a preliminary unfavorable
determination, and who in general persisted in the face of adversity and persons, such as
yours truly, who did not think that it could be done. Thanks, Selby. Generations of Texas
chess players are in your debt!

I feel I should point out that I made this announcement before the second round of the
team tournament, and Selby, who had only drawn his first game, went on to win his last
three, including wins against Bradford and Bighamian. Maybe I should have made the
announcement at the beginning of the tournament so he would have had a perfect score!

Mike Simpson
TCA President
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